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T he study is se ek ing to explore the dying pro cess as a phenomenon in which rel at ions of power o cc ur in the for m of gover nance 
of conduc t in pa l li at ive care sett ings in Brasi li a/Brazi l. The findings re ve a le d a re a l concer n f rom b ot h prac t it ioners and non-

prac t it ioners ab out the qua lit y of de at h. It bec ame evident that qua lit y of de at h is a common obj e c t ive in pa l li at ive care prac t ice, 
but sig nificant differences were found regarding what qua lit y of de at h me ans. Analysis of dis cours e re ve a le d that nor mat ive ide as 
of what a go o d de at h is and how to obt ain it throug h pa l li at ive care conflicte d dire c t ly wit h some one who understo o d a go o d de at h 
different ly. Wit h that said, go o d de at h b e c ame a conteste d sp ace b et we en two different cu ltures.The palli at ive care prac t it ioners that 
par t icip ate d in this study showe d that there are tendencies to achie ve the best qua lit y of de at h p ossible. It als o showe d a nor mat ive 
nar rat ive of a go o d de at h bas e d on the Wester n pa l li at ive care movement. The palli at ive care nar rat ive of a go o d de at h has est ablishe d 
a const r ic te d image of what a go o d de at h shou ld b e transfor ming it into not on ly a nor m but als o in the ult imate obj e c t ive of pa l li at ive 
care prac t it ioners. We then conclude d that the ter m ‘go o d de at h’ is func t ioning as a rhetor ic a l de v ice us e d by prac t it ioners to conduc t 
the pat ients and their fami lies to achie ve a cer t ain way of de at h.
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