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A pproximately 1.66 mil lion Amer ic ans are diag nos e d wit h cancer each ye ar and anot her 589,430 die f rom the dis e as e.  As tre at ment 
opt ions exp and, pat ients are liv ing longer wit h wors ening symptoms and an incre as e d il lness burden, and are ide a l candid ates for 

pa l li at ive care. Palli at ive care is delivere d by clinici ans wit h sp e ci a lt y training and a fo c us on improv ing the qua lit y of life for pat ients 
wit h ser ious il lness es.  A numb er of maj or organizat ions re commend the integ rat ion of pa l li at ive care into comprehensive cancer 
care including The Amer ic an S o ciet y of Clinic a l Oncolog y (ASC O) and The Nationa l C omprehensive C ancer Net work (NCCN). 
With an advance d educ at ion and scop e of prac t ice, a holist ic or ient at ion, and bas e d on evidence of prov iding safe and effective care, 
nurs e prac t it ioners (NPs) are wel l p osit ione d to improve access to pa l li at ive care; yet, many lack basic content know le dge of pa l li at ive 
care and do not have comp etencies in the prov ision of its care. This study us e d va lid and reli able inst r uments and a one-g roup pre 
and post-test desig n to me asure differences in NPs’ know le dge of and self-rate d comp etence in the prov ision of basic pa l li at ive care 
b efore and after a for ma l educ at iona l prog ram. The content, draw n f rom the End of Life Nursing Educ at ion C ons or t ium’s (ELNEC) 
APRN cur r ic u lum, was delivere d in one 8-hour session, by an exp er ience d NP cur rent ly enrol le d in the pa l li at ive care track of a 
DNP prog ram.  The study was conduc te d wit h nurs e prac t it ioners prac t icing in the reg iona l net work sites of  an NCI-desig nate d 
comprehensive cancer center.  
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