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Variability of Acanthocephalans 
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Unique and unusual features in the many species of Acanthocephalans described and/or studied by Amin from �sh, 
amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals, in various parts of the world including South America, Vietnam, Japan, the 

United States, the Middle East and North and East Africa are described. �e presentation is in �ve parts. 

1. An introductory section dealing with the classi�cation, general morphology, ecology and life cycles of the Acanthocephala. 

2. Unusual anatomical features of taxonomic or of questionable taxonomic importance addressing variations in the 
proboscis, proboscis hooks, male and female reproductive organs and lemnisci. Newly described structures including (a) 
Para-Receptacle Structure (PRS) and hoods in certain species as well as a new order of Acanthocephala from Vietnamese 
birds, are also featured.

3. 


