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Parental intelligence - Actualization within parent’s daily practices
Anat Ben Salmon 
Rotem Center for Practical Professional training, Isreal

According to Hollman, (2015) parental intelligence is what parents use in their attempt to comprehend their child’s mind. Moreover, it is characterized by discovering 
meaning in the child’s behavior, the attempt to understand the underlying features of the behavior, and how to clarify that behavior (Hollman, 2015). In contrast to 
WKLV�GH¿QLWLRQ��ZH�VXJJHVW�WKDW�SDUHQWDO�LQWHOOLJHQFH�HPHUJHV�ZLWK�D�SDUHQW
V�DZDUHQHVV�WR�KLV�RZQ�VHOI��KLV�KLVWRU\��EDFNJURXQG��H[SHULHQFH��DQG�DVSLUDWLRQ�ZKLFK�
XQGHUOLH�KLV�GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ�SURFHVV�LQ�KLV�EHKDYLRU�ZLWK�DQG�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�KLV�FKLOGUHQ��%HQ�6DOPRQ�DQG�(UH]��������$FFRUGLQJ�WR�RXU�SUHYLRXV�SXEOLFDWLRQ��SDUHQWDO�
LQWHOOLJHQFH�LV�D�FRQFHSWXDO�DEVWUDFW�HQWLW\�ZKLFK�KDV�VWUXFWXUH�DQG�PHFKDQLVP��,W�LV�WKHUHIRUH�GLUHFWV�WKH�SDUHQW
V�GDLO\�EHKDYLRU�DV�ZHOO�DV�KLV�GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ�
process while facing challenges in his parenthood. As with any conceptual entity we can only observe its concrete attributes which are evident in the behavior 
RI�WKH�SDUHQW�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�KLV�FKLOGUHQ�DV�ZHOO�DV�ZLWK�KLV�SDUHQWV��%HQ�6DOPRQ�DQG�(UH]���������,Q�DGGLWLRQ��ZH�FDQ�REVHUYH�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�SDUHQWDO�LQWHOOLJHQFH�
LPSOLFDWLRQV� LQ�D�FKLOG
V� UHDFWLRQV� WRZDUGV� WKH�SDUHQW¶V�SUDFWLFHV�� �%DVHG�RQ�RXU�SUDFWLFDO�H[SHULHQFH�DV�SDUHQWDO� WKHUDSLVWV��ZH�FRQFOXGH� WKDW�SDUHQWV�XVXDOO\�
perceive themselves as reactive in nature.

1HYHUWKHOHVV��SDUHQWV�PXVW�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKHLU�SULPDO�SRVLWLRQ�DV�PDWXUH�DGXOWV��ZKR�DUH�����UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKH�VHWWLQJ�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�FKLOG�LV�IRVWHUHG��7KHUHIRUH��ZH�
VXJJHVW�DQ�DOWHUQDWLYH�SHUVSHFWLYH��ZKLFK�UHODWHV�WR�FKLOGUHQ�DV�UHDFWLYH�WR�WKHLU�SDUHQWV��7KXV��DGMXVWLQJ�WKH�RUGHU�RI�FDXVH�DQG�HႇHFW�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�SDUHQW�FKLOG�
UHODWLRQVKLSV��,Q�WKLV�DUWLFOH��ZH�VXJJHVW�HODERUDWLRQ�XSRQ�WKH�GLႇHUHQW�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI�SDUHQWDO�LQWHOOLJHQFH�DQG�WKHLU�UHÀHFWLRQV�LQ�SDUHQW¶V��SUDFWLFHV��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�
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