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Statement of the Problem: United States land grant universities have a third mission in addition to research and 
teaching, called Extension. At the University of Florida (UF) Extension is located within the Institute of Food and 
Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) and is called UF/IFAS Extension. Extension agents/educators provide research-based, 
practical information to agricultural producers and other clients. South Florida’s subtropical climate allows for 
production of a variety of crops, however, the same favorable environmental conditions are also ideal for many 
production challenges year-round.

Methodology & Theoretical Orientation: UF/IFAS Extension faculty developed, implemented and evaluated 
educational programs outcomes and impacts in commercial agriculture production for �ve years in south Florida. 
Programs delivered included classroom workshops, one–on-one consultations and site visits to nurseries. 

Findings: �e UF/IFAS Commercial Agriculture/Ornamental Extension Agent trained 2,245 participants in 64 
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) workshops conducted in English and Spanish.  652 participants out of 1,165 
(55.9%) answered a survey and reported an average class satisfaction of 4.4 out of 5.0 Likert scale (Where 1= least, 5= 
greatest value) and knowledge gain of 4.0 out of 5.0 in identi�cation of pests threatening south Florida agriculture. 
Training covered such pests as Oriental Fruit Fly (OFF) and Giant African Land Snail (GALS), including their 
management. 

Conclusion & Significance: To date UF/IFAS Extension continues to provide timely and relevant tropical agricultural 
education on a variety of topics to producers who rely on unbiased and research-based educational trainings. It is 



Notes:

Page 41

conferenceseries.com

Volume 07Advances in Crop Science and Technology

ISSN: 2329-8863 Agri 2019
August 15-16, 2019

August 15-16, 2019 | Rome, Italy

14th  International Conference on

Agriculture & Horticulture

Folimonova S. Y. 2018. “Rose Mosaic Virus: A Disease Caused by a Virus Complex and Symptoms on Roses 
and Management Practices”. Publication # PP338. Gainesville: University of Florida Institute of Food and 
Agricultural Sciences from http://edis.ifas.u�.edu/pd�les/PP/PP33800.pdf 

3.	 Campoverde, E.V., Sanahuja, G. and Palmateer, A.J., 2017. A high incidence of Pythium and Phytophthora 
diseases related to record-breaking rainfall in south Florida. HortTechnology, 27(1), pp.78-83.

4.	 Campoverde E.V., Marble, S.C. and J. Norcini G. 2016. “Herbicidas Postemergentes para Uso en Ornamentales” 
(Postemergent Herbicides for Use in Ornamentals in Spanish). Publication #ENH95-S. Gainesville: University 
of Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences from http://edis.ifas.u�.edu/ep533 

5.	 Campoverde E.V. 2018. “Mosca Oriental de la Fruta” (Oriental Fruit Fly in Spanish) Fact Sheet: N°01–2018. http://sfyl.ifas.
u�.edu/media/sfylifasu�edu/miami-dade/documents/nursery-production/OrientalFlyFactSheetSPANISH_
Final1.pdf 

Biography
E. Vanessa Campoverde is a University of Florida/IFAS Extension Educator/Agent. Vanessa's work is focused on empowering her clientele with research-based 
trainings including but not limited to Integrated Pest Management (IPM), Best Management Practices (BMP), work safety and financial literacy. Prior to joining UF/
IFAS in 2008, she worked at the International Potato Center in Peru. Vanessa holds a master’s degree in Plant Pathology from UF and a Bachelor's in Biological 
Sciences from Universidad Nacional Mayor de San Marcos. She is a member of Florida and National Association of County Agricultural Agents, Association 
of International Agricultural and Extension Education, American Society for Horticultural Science, American Association of Pesticide Safety Educators, The 




