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Abstract

Although it is abundantly clear that the COVID-19 crisis is exacting enormous global medical and economic tolls
upon humanity, a silver lining has emerged in that the situation is causing a growing segment of our society to
recognize that the time has come to rethink our relationship with all life on this planet-other humans, nonhumans,
and the earth, a life form in itself. As we begin to find our way through this crisis, it is imperative for us as a species
to reflect deeply upon what this and other related human health crises are telling us about our role in these
increasingly frequent events and about what we can do to avoid them in the future. Failure to do so may result in the
unwitting extermination of all or a good part of our species from this planet.
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Description
As referenced in the original article [1], the alarming increase in

frequency of lethal zoonotic diseases relates in large part to our
human-dominated ecosystem with increasingly unnatural human-
animal close contact, grossly aberrant crowding of animals for human
purposes, destruction of animal habitats, and vast numbers of highly
mobile humans to swiftly carry these diseases throughout the world
[2].

SARS (an earlier severe acute respiratory syndrome), AIDS
(acquired immunodeficiency syndrome) and COVID-19 (as currently
understood) are all examples of how the hunting, capturing and selling
of wild animals for human consumption, particularly in connection
with live animal markets, constitute major public health risks [3,4]
Another well-recognized source for increasingly lethal human
zoonoses is the massive overcrowding of animals for human
consumption in industrial “factory farm” environments-also known as
concentrated animal feeding operations, which have led to numerous
highly destructive outbreaks [5] such as H5N1 (bird flu) and H1N1
(swine flu) and a growing global health crisis associated with
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