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Abstract
The prehistoric oceans were once home to a majestic and colossal marine creature known as Archelon. This 

magniýcent sea turtle, dating back around 70-80 million years, left a profound mark in the annals of natural history, its 
legacy a testament to the awe-inspiring diversity of ancient marine life.
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Introduction
Archelon, a remarkable representative of sea turtles from the 

late Cretaceous period, was a true leviathan of its time. It boasted 
an immense size, with estimates suggesting it reached lengths of up 
to 15 feet and weighed several thousand pounds. Its distinguishing 
characteristic was an enormous, powerful shell—possibly the largest 
ever documented among turtles [1].

Methodology
Anatomy and adaptations

The turtle's shell, measuring over 12 feet from flipper to flipper, 
provided unparalleled protection, enabling it to navigate the ancient 
seas with remarkable grace and efficiency. Its powerful flippers, each 
equipped with formidable claws, aided in swimming and potentially 
digging for nesting sites along the prehistoric coastlines [2].

Feeding and lifestyle

While specifics about Archelon's diet remain somewhat speculative, 
it's believed to have been primarily herbivorous, consuming seaweed 
and various marine plants. The vast expanse of the prehistoric oceans 
provided ample grazing grounds for this colossal turtle, allowing it to 
thrive in the ancient aquatic ecosystems [3,4].

Extinction and fossil discoveries

As with many prehistoric creatures, Archelon eventually faced 
extinction, disappearing from the fossil record. However, the legacy 
it left behind remains vivid in the form of fossilized remains and 
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understanding of the evolution, adaptations, and diversity of marine 
reptiles in prehistoric times [10].

Conclusion
Moreover, the legacy of Archelon serves as a reminder of the 

importance of marine conservation and the preservation of modern 
sea turtle species. By understanding the biology and adaptations of 
ancient sea turtles, researchers can draw parallels and learn valuable 
lessons that might aid in the conservation and protection of endangered 
sea turtle species today. Overall, the discussion surrounding Archelon 
encompasses its anatomy, lifestyle, extinction, and its broader 
significance in understanding the history and evolution of ancient 
marine life. This giant sea turtle continues to captivate scientists and 
enthusiasts, offering a window into the diverse and wondrous world of 
prehistoric oceans.
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