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included sixty-two items designed to evaluate knowledge, attitudes 
and behaviour of women regarding the cervical cancer risk factors and 
screening. Assessment of participants included items on the effects of 
awareness of participants to early detection of HPV. Data were collected 
using self-administered questionnaire, from March to April 2015 using 
a questionnaire administered by trained interviewer. The study was 
approved by the ethical committee of Ministry of Public Health and 
respecting the of ethical consideration. 

Investigation lasted for two years, counting from the draft of the 
research protocol to the unveiling of the results. The sample size comprised 
322 women to undergo interview. Beginning with a quantitative description 
and a cross-sectional observation of the epidemiological study, the 
population under survey was randomly selected using a two-stage cluster 
sampling design within the 26 neighborhoods of the city of Mahajanga. 
Quantitative data were analyzed using R software for a descriptive analysis 
of the study population. 

Results
The epidemiological analysis of these series showed that the average 

age of women under survey was 35,58 years; with a minimum of 25 
years and a maximum of 63 years Tables 1 and 2.

Nine-point four percent of women support that the cause of 
cervical cancer is attributed to human papillomavirus (HPV), 34.1% of 
case to the younger age of the first sexual intercourse, 26.9% to multiple 
sex partners and 26.6% to cases of sexual transmitted disease. The 
goal of the screening as quoted by the surveyed subjects was to timely 
detect precancerous lesions for 6.2% of case, to be aware of one’s health 
condition for 5.3% of case, to receive treatment for 5% of case and no 
idea for 17.7% of case.

Discussion 
The study assessed the knowledge, attitudes and practices (KAP) 

of women regarding cervical cancer. It is important to assess the KAP 
because they might affect the decision to do a screening test of human 
papilloma virus, responsible of cervical cancer. A well-proven way to 
prevent cervix cancer is to have testing (screening) to find pre-cancers 
before they can turn into invasive cancer. Although cervical cancer 
is largely preventable through screening, detection and treatment of 
precancerous abnormalities, it remains one of the top causes of cancer-
related morbidity and mortality globally. 
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