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Abstract
Introduction: Birth preparedness and complication readiness is a key component of focused antenatal care used 

to encourage uptake of maternal and neonatal care services. However, in Ethiopia there is scarcity of comprehensive 
evidences regarding to its practice and predictors. The aim of this study was to assess the magnitude and predictors of 
birth preparedness and complication readiness among antenatal care attendants at Butajira General Hospital, Gurage 
Zone, Southern Ethiopia.

Methods: A facility-based cross-sectional study was employed from April 1-30, 2019. Structured and pretested 
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Methods
Study area and period

Facility-based cross-sectional study was employed at Butajira 
Hospital, southern Ethiopia from April 1-30, 2019. Butajira town 
is positioned at 135 km to south of Addis Ababa and 162 km from 
Hawassa. The borders of the town are: Sodo District in the north, Silti 
District in south, Mareko District in the east and Muhireaklil District 
in the west. Butajira town has a total population of 49,121 from this, 
male accounts 24,069 and the rest (25,052) are females. The town has 
eight health facilities including private clinics from these four are 
public health facilities. All pregnant women who had Antenatal Care 
(ANC) follow-up at Butajira General Hospital during study period were 
source populations. Sampled pregnant women who had ANC follow-
up at Butajira General Hospital during study period were the study 
populations. The eligibility criterion was pregnant women who had 
ANC follow-up at Butajira General Hospital during study period and 
critically ill women were excluded from the study.

Sample size determination and sampling technique

Single population proportion formula was used to determine the 
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were heard about BPCR. Regarding to source of information, 
131(52.4%) of study participants obtained information’s from health 
extension workers and 108(43.2%) of study participants obtained 
information’s from health care providers. Concerning to practice of 
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