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Editorial
Leaching is a frequently used technique in extractive metallurgy in 

which ore is treated with chemicals to transform the valuable metals 
contained therein into soluble salts while the impurities remains 
insoluble. These can then be washed off and treated to yield pure metal; 
the materials that remain are generally referred to as tailings. Leaching 
is less difficult to conduct than pyrometallurgy, consumes less energy, 
and is theoretically less damaging because no gaseous pollution occurs. 
The disadvantages of leaching include its reduced efficiency and the 
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