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Abstract

Purpose: To understand the factors that predict the likelihood graduate students in speech-language pathology
will report maltreatment in order to assist in minimizing its occurrence and child mortality.

Method: Graduate students in speech-language pathologists (N=148) attending accredited programs in the
United States were surveyed regarding their attitudes (e.g., commitment, confidence, and concern) toward child
maltreatment, including the likelihood they will report alleged abuse and neglect. The study was controlled for
ethnicity and gender. The results of the survey were analyzed using hierarchical multiple regression and showed the
strength of the relationship between the predictor variables (e.g., commitment, confidence, and concern), including
the covariates (e.g., gender and ethnicity) on the criterion variable (e.g., reporting practices). The Theory of
Reasoned Action served as the theoretical framework.

Results: The results of the study suggested that the attitudinal dimensions of commitment and concern, including
the covariate gender, have a statistically significant contribution to the likelihood that graduate students in speech-
language pathology will report alleged child maltreatment.

Conclusions: As the attitudinal dimensions of commitment and concern increase, so does the likelihood that
graduate students in speech-language pathology will report suspected maltreatment, especially females.



&KLOG� PDOWUHDWPHQW� KDV� EHHQ� VKRZQ� WR� LPSDFW� DQ� LQGLYLGXDO Vͤ
PDWXUDWLRQ��TXDOLW\�RI�OLIH��PHQWDO�KHDOWK��SK\VLFDO�KHDOWK��DQG�DELOLW\�WR
IXQFWLRQ�ZLWKLQ� VRFLHW\� >����@��The� WUDXPD� DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK� VXFK� DFWV
KDV� EHHQ� GHVFULEHG� DV� FRPSOH[� DQG� LV� often� FKURQLF�� SURJUHVVLYHO\



75$�FRQVLVWV�RI�WZR�HOHPHQWV�WKDW�FROOHFWLYHO\�FRPSULVH�EHKDYLRUDO
LQWHQWLRQ��These�HOHPHQWV�LQFOXGH�DWWLWXGHV�DQG�VXEMHFWLYH�QRUPV��75$
VXJJHVWV� LQWHQWLRQ� LV� DQ� LPPHGLDWH� DQWHFHGHQW� RI� EHKDYLRU�� $V� DQ
H[WHQVLRQ�RU�VXEW\SH�RI�DWWLWXGH�RQH�PD\�DOVR�LQFOXGH�WKH�GLPHQVLRQV
RI� FRPPLWPHQW�� confidence,� DQG� FRQFHUQ�� The� OLWHUDWXUH� RQ
GHPRJUDSKLF� YDULDEOHV� VXJJHVWV� SRVVLEOH� UHODWLRQVKLSV� EHWZHHQ
HWKQLFLW\� DQG� JHQGHU� RQ� UHSRUWLQJ� SUDFWLFHV� $V� VXFK�� HWKQLFLW\� DQG
JHQGHU�ZHUH�LQFOXGHG�DV�FRYDULDWHV�>�����@�

:KHQ� FRQVLGHULQJ� FKLOG� PDOWUHDWPHQW�� D� VSHHFK�ODQJXDJH
SDWKRORJLVW Vͤ� DWWLWXGHV� WRZDUG� DEXVH�� HYHQ� UHSRUWLQJ� SUDFWLFHV�� FDQ� EH
identified� E\� KRZ� WKH� WKHUDSLVW� ͦIHHOV� DERXW� WKH� EHKDYLRU� DQG� LV
JHQHUDOO\� PHDVXUHG� DV� D� IDYRUDEOH� RU� XQIDYRUDEOH� PLQGVHWͧ� >��@��The
LQGLYLGXDO� PD\� DOVR� reflect� RQ� SUHYLRXV� H[SHULHQFHV�� $� SHUVRQVͤ
ͦSRVLWLYH� DWWLWXGH� WRZDUG� D� FHUWDLQ� EHKDYLRU� VWUHQJWKHQV� KLV�KHU
LQWHQWLRQ� WR� SHUIRUP� WKH� EHKDYLRUͧ� >��@�� $� ZRUG� RI� FDXWLRQ� LV� QRWHG
ZLWK� UHJDUG� WR� DWWLWXGLQDOO\�EDVHG� UHVHDUFK� VWXGLHV� ZKHUHE\� D� JUHDWHU
LPSRUWDQFH�LV�SODFHG�RQ�DVFHUWDLQLQJ�specific�TXDOLWDWLYH�definitions�RI
DWWLWXGHV�DV�RSSRVHG�WR�REMHFWV�RU�WKLQJV�>��@�

The�VHFRQG�HOHPHQW�SUHFHGLQJ�EHKDYLRUDO�LQWHQW�DV�LW�UHODWHV�WR�75$
LV�WKH�QRWLRQ�RI�VXEMHFWLYH�QRUPV��The�WHUP�VXEMHFWLYH�LPSOLHV�RSLQLRQ�
,W� LV� ͦDQ� LQGLYLGXDO Vͤ� YLHZ� DERXW� ZKDW� significant� RWKHUV� WKLQN� WKH
LQGLYLGXDO� VKRXOG� GR� LQ� D� JLYHQ� FRQWH[W �ͧ� The� WHUP� VXEMHFWLYH� DOVR
LPSOLHV�VRFLDO�DQG�VRFLDO�EHJHWV� influence.� ͦ,Q�VWXGLHV�RI�DWWLWXGHV�DQG
EHKDYLRU��WKH�GHSHQGHQW�YDULDEOH�LV�RQH�WKDW�LV�VKDSHG�E\�VRFLDO�IRUFHV�
QRW� RQO\� SULYDWH� SUHIHUHQFHV �ͧ� )URP� WKH� SHUVSHFWLYH� RI� WKH� JUDGXDWH
VWXGHQW��VXEMHFWLYH�QRUPV�FRXOG�EH�DOLJQHG�ZLWK�WKH�VWXGHQW Vͤ�SUHFHSWRU�
D�PHQWRU�� VRFLDO�PHGLD�� WKH�PHGLD� LQ� JHQHUDO�� RU� D�SURIHVVRU�� ,W� LV� WKH
MXGJHG� EHKDYLRU� RI� D� JLYHQ� VRFLDO� FLUFOH�� The� VXEMHFWLYH� QRUP� LV
FRQVLGHUHG� VHFRQGDU\� WR� WKH�SHUVRQVͤ� DWWLWXGH� DQG�PD\�EH� FRQVLGHUHG
FRQVLVWHQW� ZLWK� UHIHUHQW� EHOLHIV�� $� SHUVRQVͤ� VXEMHFWLYH� QRUPV� DUH
influenced�E\�WKHLU�PRWLYDWLRQV�WR�SOHDVH�DQRWKHU�SHUVRQ��:KHUHDV�WKH
FHQWUDO� IRFXV� RI� WKLV� VWXG\� ZDV� SODFHG� RQ� FKLOG� PDOWUHDWPHQW� DQG
UHSRUWLQJ� SUDFWLFHV�� WKH� HOHPHQW� RI� VXEMHFWLYH� QRUPV� RU� RSLQLRQV�ZDV
UHPRYHG��This� LV�DQ�DSSURSULDWH�FRXUVH�RI�DFWLRQ��DV�VDIHW\͢LQFOXGLQJ
WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�GHDWK͢LV�D�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�>�����@�

7R� GDWH�� WKHUH� LV� QR� DYDLODEOH� UHVHDUFK� specific� WR� WKH� UHSRUWLQJ
SUDFWLFHV� RI� VSHHFK�ODQJXDJH� SDWKRORJLVWV� ZKHWKHU� classified� DV
SUDFWLFLQJ� SURIHVVLRQDOV� RU� JUDGXDWH� VWXGHQWV�� 6HFRQGDU\� VRXUFHV
VXJJHVW� UHDVRQV� DV� WR� ZK\� VSHHFK�ODQJXDJH� SDWKRORJLVWV� PD\� IDLO� WR
UHSRUW�DOOHJHG�PDOWUHDWPHQW��'XH�WR�WKH�UHFXUULQJ�WKHPH�QRWHG�LQ�WKH
OLWHUDWXUH�KLJKOLJKWLQJ�D�ODFN�RI�SHGDJRJLFDO�WUDLQLQJ�DFURVV�GLVFLSOLQHV
UHJDUGLQJ� FKLOG� PDOWUHDWPHQW� DQG� UHSRUWLQJ� PHWKRGRORJ\�� IXUWKHU
UHVHDUFK�DSSHDUV�LQGLFDWHG�>��������@�

*HQGHU�DQG�HWKQLFLW\�ZHUH�FKRVHQ�DV�FDWHJRULFDO�YDULDEOHV�DQG�KDYH
EHHQ�XVHG� LQ� SUHYLRXV� VWXGLHV� H[DPLQLQJ�XQGHUUHSRUWLQJ� SUDFWLFHV� RI
FKLOG�PDOWUHDWPHQW�LQ�HGXFDWRUV��Specifically,�WKH�UHVHDUFK�VXJJHVWV�WKDW
FXOWXUDO� EDFNJURXQG� �HWKQLFLW\�� PD\� influence� DQ� LQGLYLGXDO Vͤ
SHUFHSWLRQ�RI�PDOWUHDWPHQW�RU�ZLOOLQJQHVV�XQZLOOLQJQHVV� WR� UHSRUW� LW �ͧ
:LWK�UHJDUG�WR�JHQGHU��ͦIHPDOHV�KDYH�EHHQ�IRXQG�WR�EH�OHVV�WROHUDQW�RI
SK\VLFDO�� HPRWLRQDO�� DQG� VH[XDO� DEXVH� WKDQ� PDOHVͧ� EXW� ͦDUH� QR� PRUH
OLNHO\�WR�UHSRUW�DEXVHͧ�WKDQ�WKHLU�PDOH�FRXQWHUSDUWV�>��@�

Therefore,� WKH� UHVHDUFKHUV� K\SRWKHVL]H� WKDW� WKHUH� LV� D� VWDWLVWLFDOO\
significant�SUHGLFWLYH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�JUDGXDWH�VWXGHQWVͤ�DWWLWXGHV
WRZDUG� FKLOG� PDOWUHDWPHQW� �L�H��� FRPPLWPHQW�� confidence,� DQG
FRQFHUQ�͢LQFOXGLQJ� GHPRJUDSKLF� FRYDULDWHV� �L�H��� JHQGHU� DQG
HWKQLFLW\�͢DQG�WKHLU�GHFLVLRQ�WR�UHSRUW�FKLOG�PDOWUHDWPHQW�

Methods
$�SUHGLFWLYH�� FRUUHODWLRQDO� GHVLJQ�ZDV�XVHG� WR� DSSO\� WKH�Theory� RI

5HDVRQHG�$FWLRQ�E\�H[SORULQJ�SUHGLFWLYH�UHODWLRQVKLSV�DPRQJ�YDULDEOHV
�Hఅ　UOY一HQW��



SRSXODWLRQ� ZDV� VSHHFK�ODQJXDJH� SDWKRORJ\� JUDGXDWH� VWXGHQWV�� WKHUH
ZDV�D�KLJK�SUREDELOLW\�WKDW�E\�QDWXUH�RI�WKHLU�FKRLFH�RI�SURIHVVLRQ��WKH\
OLNHO\�SHUFHLYHG�FKLOG�PDOWUHDWPHQW�WR�EH�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�DQG�ZRUWKZKLOH
WRSLF�WR�EH�VWXGLHG�



SURFHVV� RI� DQDO\VLV�� 0RUHRYHU�� UHFRGLQJ� DLGHG� LQ� JDXJLQJ� HDFK
SDUWLFLSDQWVͤ�DFFXUDF\�SHU�WKHLU�UHSRUWLQJ�SUDFWLFHV�

Control and extraneous variables
The� GHPRJUDSKLF� VHFWLRQ� LQFOXGHG� ERWK� FRQWURO� DQG� H[WUDQHRXV

YDULDEOHV�� 3DUWLFLSDQWV� ZHUH� UHTXHVWHG� WR� VHOHFW� WKH� PRVW� DSSURSULDWH



SUHGLFWRU� YDULDEOHV� LQFOXGLQJ� WKH� FRYDULDWHV�� 0RGHO� IRXU� ZDV
significant,�)��������� �������S��������DQG�DFFRXQWHG�IRU�������RI�WKH
YDULDQFH� LQ� UHSRUWLQJ� SUDFWLFHV�� The� DGGLWLRQ� RI� WKH� DWWLWXGLQDO
GLPHQVLRQ�RI�FRQFHUQ�WR�WKH�PRGHO�H[SODLQHG�DQ�DGGLWLRQDO������RI�WKH
YDULDQFH� RYHU� DQG� DERYH� WKH� WZR� FRYDULDWHV� DQG� WKH� WZR� DWWLWXGLQDO
GLPHQVLRQV�RI�confidence�DQG�FRPPLWPHQW��Ű5� �������S���������3HU
PRGHO� IRXU�� JHQGHU�� FRPPLWPHQW�� DQG� FRQFHUQ� DOO� LQGLYLGXDOO\
FRQWULEXWHG� WR� WKH� PRGHO�� KRZHYHU�� WKH� FRQWULEXWLRQV� PDGH� E\
FRPPLWPHQW�DQG�FRQFHUQ�ZHUH�WKH�JUHDWHVW�ZKHUH��ƍ �������S ������
DQG� �ƍ ������� S�������� UHVSHFWLYHO\�� ,Q� PRGHO� IRXU�� WKH� DWWLWXGLQDO
GLPHQVLRQ�RI�confidence�ZDV�QRW�VWDWLVWLFDOO\�significant,�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�
GLG�QRW� LQGLYLGXDOO\� FRQWULEXWH� WR� WKH�PRGHO��$GGLWLRQDOO\�� VHFRQGDU\
WR� LWV� ORZ� UHOLDELOLW\� coefficient,� DQ\� UHVXOWV� UHODWHG� WR� WKH� DWWLWXGLQDO
GLPHQVLRQ�RI�confidence� VKRXOG�EH� LQWHUSUHWHG�FDXWLRXVO\�� ,Q�NHHSLQJ
ZLWK� WKH� DIRUHPHQWLRQHG� PRGHOV� RQH�� WZR�� DQG� WKUHH�� WKH� FRYDULDWH
HWKQLFLW\� GLG� QRW� FRQWULEXWH� WR� WKH� PRGHO� LQ� D� PHDQLQJIXO� ZD\�
Therefore,





FRPSHWHQF\�EDVHG�DVVHVVPHQW�SURJUDPV��WKH�effects�RI�PXOWLSOH�RFFDVLRQV
DQG�DVVHVVRU�JURXSV��$FDG�0HG���������������

��� $M]HQ� ,�� )LVKEHLQ� 0� ������� $WWLWXGH�EHKDYLRU� UHODWLRQV�� $� WKHRUHWLFDO
DQDO\VLV�DQG�UHYLHZ�RI�HPSLULFDO�UHVHDUFK��3V\FKRO�%XOOHW�������������

��� &HOXFK�.��'LOO�$��������$Q�H[WHQVLRQ�RI�WKH�Theory�RI�5HDVRQHG�$FWLRQ
LQ�HWKLFDO�GHFLVLRQ�FRQWH[WV��The� UROH�RI�QRUPDWLYH� influence� DQG�HWKLFDO
MXGJPHQW��-�(GX�%XVV�������������

��� :DOVK� .�� Rassafiani� 0�� 0DWKHZV� %�� )DUUHOO� $�� %XWOHU� '� ������
([SORUDWRU\� IDFWRU� DQDO\VLV� DQG� SV\FKRPHWULF� HYDOXDWLRQ� RI� WKH� 7HDFKHU
5HSRUWLQJ� $WWLWXGH� 6FDOH� IRU� FKLOG� VH[XDO� DEXVH�� -� &KLO� 6H[O� $EVH
����������

��� %XQWLQJ� /�� /D]HQEDWW� $�� :DOODFH� ,� ������� ,QIRUPDWLRQ� VKDULQJ� DQG
UHSRUWLQJ� V\VWHPV� LQ� WKH� 8.� DQG� ,UHODQG�� 3URIHVVLRQDO� EDUULHUV� WR
UHSRUWLQJ�FKLOG�PDOWUHDWPHQW�FRQFHUQV��-�&KLO�6H[O�$EVH�������������

��� &KRR� :<�� :DOVK� .�� &KLQQD� .�� 7H\� 13� ������� 7HDFKHU� 5HSRUWLQJ
$WWLWXGHV� 6FDOH� �75$6��� confirmatory� DQG� H[SORUDWRU\� IDFWRU� DQDO\VHV
ZLWK�D�0DOD\VLDQ�VDPSOH��-�,QWHUSHUV�9LROHQFH�������������

��� 3HVODN� $�� &HFFXFFL� :�� 6HQGDOO� 3� ������� $Q� HPSLULFDO� VWXG\� RI� LQVWDQW
PHVVDJLQJ� �,0�� EHKDYLRU� XVLQJ� Theory� RI� 5HDVRQHG� $FWLRQ�� -%$0� ���
��������

��� +DQ� +�� +VX� /�� 6KHX� &� ������� $SSOLFDWLRQ� RI� WKH� Theory� RI� 3ODQQHG
%HKDYLRU� WR� JUHHQ� KRWHO� FKRLFH�� 7HVWLQJ� WKH� effect� RI� HQYLURQPHQWDO
IULHQGO\�DFWLYLWLHV��7RXU�0DQDJ�������������

��� 6KDUH�-%��������5HYLHZ�RI�GUXJ�WUHDWPHQW�IRU�'RZQ
V�V\QGURPH�SHUVRQV�
$P�-�0HQW�Defic�������������

��� %XUDN�/-��5RVHQWKDO�0��5LFKDUGVRQ�.��������([DPLQLQJ�DWWLWXGHV��EHOLHIV�
DQG� LQWHQWLRQV� UHJDUGLQJ� WKH� XVH� RI� H[HUFLVH� DV� SXQLVKPHQW� LQ� SK\VLFDO
HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�VSRUW��$Q�DSSOLFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�Theory�RI�5HDVRQHG�$FWLRQ��-
$SSO�6RFLR�3VK\R���������������

��� )UDVHU� -$�� 0DWKHZV� %�� :DOVK� .�� &KHQ� /�� 'XQQH� 0� ������� )DFWRUV
influencing�FKLOG�DEXVH�DQG�QHJOHFW�UHFRJQLWLRQ�DQG�UHSRUWLQJ�E\�QXUVHV�
$�PXOWLYDULDWH�DQDO\VLV��,QW�-16�������������

��� .HQQ\� 0&� ������� 7HDFKHUV
� DWWLWXGHV� WRZDUG� DQG� NQRZOHGJH� RI� FKLOG
PDOWUHDWPHQW��&KLOG�$EXVH�1HJO���������������

��� 0F*DUU\�.��%XFNOH\�+��������/HVVRQV�RQ�FKLOG�SURWHFWLRQ��$� VXUYH\�RI
QHZO\� qualified� SULPDU\� OHYHO� WHDFKHUV� LQ� ,UHODQG�� &KLOG� $EXVH� 5HY� ���
������

��� 0F.HH�%��'LOOHQEXUJHU�.��������&KLOG�DEXVH�DQG�QHJOHFW��7UDLQLQJ�QHHGV
RI�VWXGHQW�WHDFKHUV��,QW�-�(GX�5VFK�������������

��� 6WDUOLQJ�6��+HLVOHU�.��3DXOVRQ�-��<RXPDQV�5��������&KLOG�DEXVH� WUDLQLQJ
DQG� NQRZOHGJH�� $� QDWLRQDO� VXUYH\� RI� HPHUJHQF\� PHGLFLQH�� IDPLO\
PHGLFLQH��DQG�SHGLDWULF�UHVLGHQWV�DQG�SURJUDP�GLUHFWRUV��3HGLDWULFV�����
��������

��� :DOVK�.��%ULGJVWRFN�5��)DUUHOO�$��Rassafiani�0��6FKZHLW]HU�5��������&DVH�
WHDFKHU�� DQG� VFKRRO� FKDUDFWHULVWLFV� influencing� WHDFKHUVͤ� GHWHFWLRQ� DQG
UHSRUWLQJ�RI�FKLOG�SK\VLFDO�DEXVH�DQG�QHJOHFW��5HVXOWV�IURP�DQ�$XVWUDOLDQ
VXUYH\��&KLOG�$EXVH�1HJO��������������

��� :DUQHU� 50� ������� $SSOLHG� VWDWLVWLFV�� )URP� ELYDULDWH� WKURXJK
PXOWLYDULDWH�WHFKQLTXHV���QG��HGQ���/RV�$QJHOHV��&$��6$*(�

��� 'DZHV�-��������'R�GDWD�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�FKDQJH�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�QXPEHU
RI�VFDOH�SRLQWV�XVHG"�$Q�H[SHULPHQW�XVLQJ���SRLQW����SRLQW��DQG����SRLQW
VFDOHV��,QW�-�0DUNHW�5HV����������

��� 7DYDNRO� 0�� 'HQQLFN� 5� ������� 0DNLQJ� VHQVH� RI� &URQEDFKͤV� DOSKD�� ,QW� -
0HG�(GXF����������

��� 7D\ORU� %� ������� )DFWRULDO� VXUYH\V�� 8VLQJ� YLJQHWWHV� WR� VWXG\� SURIHVVLRQDO
MXGJPHQW��%-6:���������͡�����

��� 7DEDFKQLFN�%*��)LGHOO�/6� �������8VLQJ�PXOWLYDULDWH� VWDWLVWLFV� ��WK�HGQ��
%RVWRQ�0$��3HDUVRQ�

��� $PHULFDQ�6SHHFK�/DQJXDJH�+HDULQJ�$VVRFLDWLRQ��������&RGH�RI�HWKLFV�
��� $PHULFDQ� 6SHHFK�/DQJXDJH�+HDULQJ� $VVRFLDWLRQ� �����D�� &$$

$FFUHGLWDWLRQ�0DQXDO�
��� 5RZGHQ�5DFHWWH�.� �������:KHUH� WKH�ER\V�DUHQ
W��The�$6+$�/HDGHU����

������
��� *DOO�0'��*DOO�-3��%RUJ�:5��������(GXFDWLRQDO�UHVHDUFK��$Q�LQWURGXFWLRQ


