Child Maltreatment: What Attitudinal Factors Drive Graduate Students in
Speech-Language Pathology to Report?
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Abstract

Purpose: To understand the factors that predict the likelihood graduate students in speech-language pathology
will report maltreatment in order to assist in minimizing its occurrence and child mortality.

Method: Graduate students in speech-language pathologists (N=148) attending accredited programs in the
United States were surveyed regarding their attitudes (e.g., commitment, confidence, and concern) toward child
maltreatment, including the likelihood they will report alleged abuse and neglect. The study was controlled for
ethnicity and gender. The results of the survey were analyzed using hierarchical multiple regression and showed the
strength of the relationship between the predictor variables (e.g., commitment, confidence, and concern), including
the covariates (e.g., gender and ethnicity) on the criterion variable (e.g., reporting practices). The Theory of
Reasoned Action served as the theoretical framework.

Results: The results of the study suggested that the attitudinal dimensions of commitment and concern, including
the covariate gender, have a statistically significant contribution to the likelihood that graduate students in speech-
language pathology will report alleged child maltreatment.

Conclusions: As the attitudinal dimensions of commitment and concern increase, so does the likelihood that
graduate students in speech-language pathology will report suspected maltreatment, especially females.



&KLIG PDIUHDIPHQW KDV EHHQ VKRZQ WR LPSDFI DQ LQGLYLGXD&V
PDUXUDWLRQ TXDOLUN RI 0LIH PHQID0 KHDUIK  SK\VLFDO KHDOIK DQG DELOLIN IR
IXQFILRQ ZUIKLQ VRFIHIN > @ T e WDXPD DWRFLDIHG ZLIK VXFK DFiV
KDV EHHQ GHVFULEHG DV FRPSIH[ DQG LV ofen FKURQLF SURJUHWLYHO\



75% FRQVLWV RI iZR HHPHQIV KD FROGHFILYHO\ FRPSULVH EHKDYLRUDO
LQIHQILRQ T ese HIHPHQIV LQFIXGH DIMILIXGHY DQG VXEIHFILYH QRUPY 75%
VXJJHWV LQIHQILRQ LV DQ LPPHGLDIH DQIHFHGHQI RI EHKDYLRU $V DQ
H[WHQVLRQ RU VXEIN\SH RI DINLYXGH RQH PD\ DOVR LQFIXGH WKH GLPHQVLRQV
Rl FRPPUIPHQI confdence, DQG FRQFHUQ Te (WHUDIXUH RQ
GHPRJUDSKLF  YDULDEOHV ~ VXJJHWV ~ SRWLEH UHODHLRQVKLSV ~ EHIZHHQ
HIKQLFL\ DQG JHQGHU RQ UHSRUILQJ SUDFILFHV $V VXFK HIKQLFLIN DQG
JHQGHU ZHUH LQFOXGHG DV FRYDULDIHV > ()

=KHQ FRQUGHULQJ FKLOG PDUUHDIPHQI D VSHHFK (DQIXDJH
SDIKRIRJLVEY DIMLIXGHV IRZDUG DEXVH HYHQ UHSRUILQJ SUDFILFHV FDQ EH
identifed E\ KRZ WKH WKHUDSLW © IHHV DERXI WKH EHKDYLRU DQG LV
JHQHUDIN PHDVXUHG DV D IDYRUDEOH RU XQIDYRUDESH PLQGVHE > § Te
LQGLYLGXD) PD\ DIVR refect RQ SUHYLRXV H[SHULHQFHV $ SHURGY
OSRVULYH DWLIXGH IRZDUG D FHUIDLQ EHKDYLRU VIUHQINKHQV KLV KHU
LQIHQILRQ YR SHUIRUP IiKH EHKDYLRW > & $ ZRUG RI FDXILRQ LV QRIHG
ZUWK UHIDUG IR DINLIXGLQDIN EDVHG UHVHDUFK VIXGLHV ZKHUHEN D JUHDIHU
LPSRUIDQFH LV SIDFHG RQ DVFHUIDLQLQJ specifc TXDILIDILYH defnitions RI
DIWLIXGHV DV RSSRVHG IR REIHFIV RUWKLQIV > 6

T e VHFRQG HHPHQI SUHFHGLQJ EHKDYLRUDO LQUHQH DV Lif UHODIHV R 75%
LV IIKH QRILRQ RI VXEIHFILYH QRUPV T e WHUP VXEIHFILYH LPS0LHV RSLQLRQ
J LV oDQ LQGLYLGXD&V YLHZ DERXN ZKDW signifcant RIKHW WKLQN WKH
LQGLYLGXD0 VKRXIG GR LQ D JLYHQ FRQIH[W Te WHUP VXEIHFILYH DOVR
LPSILHV VRFLD) DQG VRFLDO EHJHIV infuence.© ,Q VIXGLHV RI DINLIXGHV DQG
EHKDYLRU WIKH GHSHQGHQU YDULDEQH LV RQH WKDW LV VKDSHG EN VRFLDO IRUFHV
QRW RQO\ SULYDWH SUHIHUHQFH¥ )URP WKH SHUWSHFILYH RI IIKH JUDGXDIH
VIXGHQN VXEIHFILYH QRUPV FRX(G EH DILJQHG ZLIK WKH VWXGHQ®V SUHFHSIIRU
D PHQIRU VRFLD0 PHGLD WKH PHGLD LQ JHQHUD0 RU D SURIHWRU i LV WKH
IXGIJHG EHKDYLRU RI D JLYHQ VRFLD0 FLUFH Te VXEIHFILYH QRUP LV
FRQVLGHUHG VHFRQGDU\ 1R WKH SHUVRQV DWWLWXGH DQG PD\ EH FRQVLGHUHG
FRQUIIHQI ZIWK UHIHUHQH EHILHIV $ SHUVRGYV VXEIHFILYH QRUPV DUH
infuenced E\ IKHWU PRILYDILRQV R SIHDVH DQRWKHU SHUVRQ = KHUHDV HiKH
FHQWUDO IRFXV RI WKLV VIXG\ ZDV SIDFHG RQ FKLIG PDUUHDIPHQN DQG
UHSRUILQJ SUDFULFHV WKH HIHPHQW RI VXEIHFILYH QRUPV RU RSLQLRQV ZDV
UHPRYHG Tis LV DQ DSSURSULDWH FRXUVH RI DFILRQ DV VDIHIN_, LQFIXGLQJ
lIKH SRWLELOLI\ RI GHDIIK_, LV D FRQVLGHUDILRQ > ]

7R GDIH WKHUH Lv QR DYDLODEOH UHVHDUFK specifc IR IIKH UHSRUILQJ
SUDFILFHV Rl VSHHFK 0DQJXDJH SDWKRORJLVIV ~ ZKHIKHU classifed DV
SUDFILFLQJ  SURIHWLRQDOV RU JUDGXDIH WIXGHQIV ~ 6HFRQGDU\  VRXUFHV
VXJIJHWI UHDVRQV DV IR ZK\ VSHHFK 0DQJXDJH SDWKROIRJLVIV PD\ IDL0 IR
UHSRUI DWHIHG PDUUHDIPHQW = XH IR WKH UHFXUULQJ WKHPH QRIHG LQ WKH
OLWHUDWXUH KLIKOLIKILQJ D 0DFN Rl SHGDJIRJLFDO HUDLQLQJ DFURW GLVFLSILQHV
UHIDUGLQJ FKLIG PDOIUHDYPHQN DQG UHSRUILQJ PHIKRGRIRIN  IXUIKHU
UHVHDUFK DSSHDUV LQGLFDIHG > 0

*HQGHU DQG HIIKQLFLIN\ ZHUH FKRVHQ DV FDIHJRULFD0 YDULDEOHV DQG KDYH
EHHQ XVHG LQ SUHYLRXV VIXGLHV H[DPLQLQJ XQGHUUHSRUILQJ SUDFILFHV RI
FKLOG P DOVUHDWPHQW LQ HGXFDIRW Specifcally, WKH UHVHDUFK VXJIJHVIV WKDI
FXWXUDO EDFNJURXQG ~ HWKQLFUN\  PD\ infuence DQ LQGLYLGXD®/
SHUFHSILRQ RI' PDOUHDIIPHQI RU ZLILQIQHW XQZLILQIQHW YR UHSRUN L
=LK UHIDUG R JHQGHU © IHPDIHV KDYH EHHQ IRXQG R EH (HVV IIROHUDQH RI
SK\VLFD0 HPRILRQD0 DQG VH[XD0 DEXVH IKDQ PDOH¥ EXIioDUH QR PRUH
OLNHO\ R UHSRUN DEXVH WKDQ WKHLU PDOH FRXQIHUSDUIV > @

Terefore, 1KH UHVHDUFKHUV K\SRIKHVL]H WKDI WKHUH LV D VIDILVILFDIO\
signifcant SUHGLFILYH UHIDILRQUKLS EHIZHHQ JUDGXDIH VIXGHQIe DILIXGHY
IRZDUG FKLOG PDUUHDIPHQI LH FRPPUPHQI confdence, DQG
FRQFHUQ _ LQFIXGLQJ GHPRJUDSKIF FRYDUDIHV LH  JHQGHU DQG
HIKQLFLIN _ DQG IKHLU GHFLVLRQ IR UHSRUN FKLIG PDOIUHDIPHQH

Methods

$ SUHGLFILYH FRUUHIDILRQD GHVLIQ ZDV XVHG IR DSSI\ IIKH T eory RI
SHDVRQHG SFILRQ E\ H[SIRULQJ SUHGLFILYH UHIDILRQVKLSV DPRQJ YDULDEDHY
HoUY HOI



SRSX(DILRQ ZDV VSHHFK DQJXDJIH SDWKRIRJI\ JUDGXDIH VIXGHQIV WKHUH
ZDV D KLIK SUREDELLIN KD E\ QDXUH RI IKHLU FKRLFH RI SURIHWLRQ WKH\
OLNHO\ SHUFHLYHG FKLIG PDOIUHDIPHQI R EH DQ LPSRUIDQN DQG ZRUIKZKLIH
IIRSLF IR EH WIXGLHG



SURFHW Rl DQDO\VLV ORUHRYHU UHFRGLQJ DLGHG LQ JDXJLQJ HDFK
SDUILFLSDQINE DFFXUDF\ SHU IIKHLU UHSRUILQJ SUDFHLFHV

Control and extraneous variables

Te GHPRJIUDSKLF VHFILRQ LQFIXGHG ERWK FRQHWUR) DQG H[WUDQHRXV
YDULDEOHV  3DUILFLSDQIV ZHUH UHTXHWHG IR VHOHFW WKH PRV DSSURSULDIH



SUHGLFIRU  YDULDEOHV LQFOXGLQJ WKH FRYDULDWHV ORGH) IRXU ZDV
signifcant, ) S DQG DFFRXQIHG IRU RI WKH
YDULDQFH LQ UHSRUILQJ SUDFWLFHV Te DGGLILRQ RI WKH DIMLYXGLQDO
GLPHQVLRQ RI FRQFHUQ WR WKH PRGH) H[SIDLQHG DQ DGGLILRQDO RIWKH
YDULDQFH RYHU DQG DERYH WKH liZR FRYDULDWHV DQG WKH WZR DUMILIXGLQDO
GLPHQVLRQV RI confdence DQG FRPPLIPHQI U5 S 3HU
PRGH) IRXU JHQGHU FRPPUIPHQI DQG FRQFHUQ D00 LQGLYLGXDOO\
FRQWLEXIHG WR WKH PRGH) KRZHYHU WKH FRQIULEXWLRQV PDGH E\
FRP PLIPHQW DQG FRQFHUQ ZHUH WKH JUHDIHWI ZKHUH Q S

DQG Q S UHVSHFILYHO\ ,Q PRGH) IRXU WKH DWLWXGLQDO
GLPHQVLRQ RI confdence ZDV QRIl VIDILVILFDOON signifcant, DQG WKHUHIRUH
GLG QRIl LQGLYLGXDUWON\ FRQWULEXIH WR WKH PRGH) $GGLILRQDION VHFRQGDU\
IR LIV 0RZ UHILDELON coeFcient, DQ\ UHVXUIV UHOIDIHG WR WKH DWILWXGLQDO
GLPHQVLRQ RI confdence VKRX(G EH LQIHUSUHIHG FDXHLRXVO\ ,Q NHHSLQJ
ZWK WKH DIRUHPHQILRQHG PRGHV RQH WZR DQG WKUHH WKH FRYDULDIH
HIKQLFUN GLG QRI FRQIULEXWIH WR WKH PRGH) LQ D PHDQLQJIX0 ZD\
T erefore,






FRPSHIHQF\ EDVHG DWHWPHQI SURJUDPV WKH efects Rl PXUILSIH RFFDVLRQV
DQG DWHWRU JURXSV $FDG OHG

$IIHQ , HLVKEHQ O SPILIXGH EHKDYLRU UHODILRQV & WKHRUHIILFDO
DQDONVLY DQG UHYLHZ RI HPSLULFDO UHVHDUFK  3V\FKRO %X00HH

&HXFK . "L $ $Q H[IHQVLRQ RI KH T eory Rl 5HDVRQHG $FILRQ
LQ HWKLFDO GHFLVLRQ FRQIH[IV “Te URIH Rl QRUPDILYH infuence DQG HIKLFD
IXGIPHQI - (GX %XW

ZDWK . Rassafani O ODIKHZV % )DUUHN $ %XWHU *=
([SORUDWRU\ IDFHRU DQDONVLY DQG SVAFKRPHIULF HYDOXDILRQ RI WKH 7HDFKHU
SHSRUILQJ  SILIXGH 6FDIH IRV FKLOG VH[XDO DEXVH - &KL 6H[0 $EVH

%XQILQJ / /D]HQEDW $ = DUDFH , ,QIRUPDILRQ VKDULQJ DQG
UHSRUILQ VAVIHPV LQ WKH 8. DQG ,UMIDQG 3URIHWLRQD) EDUULHWY IR
UHSRUILQJ FKLIG PDOIUHDIPHQN FRQFHUQV - &KLO 6H[0 SEVH

&KRR =< =DWK . &KIQQD . 7H\ 13 7HDFKHU  5HSRUILQJ
SBILIXGHY 6FDH 756 confrmatory DQG H[SIRUDIRU\ IDFIRU DQDONVHY
ZLIK D ODID\VLDQ VDPSIH - ,QIHUSHUY SLRIHQFH

3HVIDN $ &HFFXFFL = 6HQGDN 3 $Q HPSLULFDO VIXG\ RI LQVIDQH
PHADILQJ ,O EHKDYLRU XVIQJ Teory RI SHOVRQHG SFILRQ -%$O

+DQ + +VX / BKHX & $SSILFDILRQ RI IKH Teory RI 3IDQQHG
%HKDYLRU IR JUHHQ KRIHO FKRLFH 7HWILQJ WKH efect Rl HQYLURQPHQID
IULHQGO\ DFHLYLILHV 7RXU ODQDJ

6KDUH -% 5HYLHZ RI GUXJ WUHDWPHQW IRU = RZQV VAQGURPH SHUVRQV
$P - OHQI Defc

%XUDN /- SRVHQIKD0 O 5LFKDUGVRQ - ([DPLQLQJ DIMLIXGHV EHILHIV
DQG LQWHQILRQV UHIDUGLQJ WKH XVH RI H[HUFLVH DV SXQLVKPHQN LQ SK\VLFDO
HGXFDILRQ DQG VSRUI $Q DSSILFDILRQ RI WKH T eory Rl 5HDVRQHG $FILRQ -
$SS0 6RFLR 3VK\R

JUDVHU -$ ODIKHZV % =DWK . &KHQ / “XQQH O )DFIRWY
infuencing FKLIG DEXVH DQG QHJOHFW UHFRJIQLILRQ DQG UHSRUILQJ EN\ QXUVHV
$ PX0ILYDULDIH DQDO\VLY QI -1.6

-HQQ\ O& THDFKHWV DINLWXGHV WRZDUG DQG NQRZ(HGJH RI FKLIG
PDUUHDIPHQN &KLIG SEXVH 1HJ0

OF*DUU\ . %XFNOH\ + /HWRQV RQ FKLIG SURIHFILRQ $ VXUYH\ RI
QHZO\ qualifed SULPDU\ (HYH) WHDFKHW LQ ,UHIDQG &KLIG $EXVH SHY

OF _HH % = LOHQEXUJHU - &KLIG DEXVH DQG QHJOHFW 7UDLQLQJ QHHGV
RI VIXGHQW WHDFKHWY QW - (GX 5VFK

BIDULQJ 6 +HLVIHU - 3DXIVRQ - <RXPDQV 5 &KLOG DEXVH HUDLQLQJ
DQG NQRZMHGIH $ QDILRQD) VXUYH\ RI HPHUJHQF\ PHGLFLQH IDPL
PHGLFLQH DQG SHGLDIULF UHVLGHQIV DQG SURJUDP GLUHFIRUY SHGLDIULFY

=DWK . %ULGIVIRFN 5 )DUHN $ Rassafani O 6FKZHUIHU 5 &DVH
IHDFKHU DQG VFKRR) FKDUDFIHULVILFY infuencing WHDFKHU® GHIHFILRQ DQG
UHSRUILQJ RI FKLOG SK\VLFDO DEXVH DQG QHJOHFI SHVXUI IRP DQ $XVIUDILDQ
VXUYH\ &KLIG SEXVH 1LHJ0

-DUQHI 50 $SSIUHG VIDILWILFY  )URP  ELYDULDIH  IIKURXJK
PXOILYDULDIH IHFKQLTXHY QG HGQ /RV $QIHIHV &5 63 (

*DZHY - “ R GDID FKDUDFIHULVILFV FKDQJH DFFRUGLQJ IR IKH QXPEHU
RI VFDH SRLQIV XVHG" $Q H[SHULPHQI XVLQJ  SRIQI  SRLQI DQG  SRLQW
VFDIHV ,QIf - ODUNHI SHY
7DYDNR) O "HQQLFN 5
OHG (GXF

7D\IRU % IDFIRULDD VXUYH\V 8VIQJ YLIQHHHY IR VIXG\ SURIHWLRQDO
IXGIPHQH %-6 = -
7DEDFKQLFN %™ )LGHY) /6
%RVIRQ OS$ 3HDWRQ
SPHULFDQ 6SHHFK /DQJXDJIH +HDULQJ SWRFLDILRQ &RGH RI HIKLFY

$PHUFDQ  6SHHFK /DQJXDJH +HDULQJ ~ SWRFLDILRQ D &$%$
$FFUHGLIDILRQ ODQXDO

5RZGHQ SDFHIIH -

ODNLQJ VHQVH RI &URQEDFKY DISKD ,Qif -

8VLQJ PXUILYDULDHH WIDILVILFY WK HGQ

= KHUH WKH ER\V DUHQII T e $6+$ /HDGHU

*DN O™ *DW-3 %RUJ =5 (GXFDILRQDO UHVHDUFK - $Q LQIURGXFILRQ



