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Introduction
Seasonal influenza, a recurring public health concern, poses a 

significant threat to global populations each year. Vaccination against 
influenza has proven to be an effective preventive measure, reducing 
the burden of illness, hospitalizations, and mortality [1]. However, 
despite a positive trend in overall vaccine use, the benefits of seasonal 
influenza vaccination remain limited due to two major challenges: 
vaccine complacency and dose distribution inequities. In order to 
maximize the impact of seasonal influenza vaccination, it is imperative 
to address these issues head-on and strive for a more inclusive and 
proactive approach. The World Health Organization’s (WHO) Global 
Action Plan for Influenza Vaccines (GAP) was established in 2006 to 
increase the production capacity for influenza vaccines, one of several 
critical actions needed to better prepare for an influenza pandemic [2]. 
When it ended in November 2016, the GAP had increased seasonal 
influenza vaccine use and quadrupled the potential production capacity 
for pandemic influenza vaccine, including through the establishment 
of local production in low- and middle-income countries (LMICs). 
Despite improving capacity and accessibility, the report of the third 
consultation on the GAP concluded that the world was still not ready 
to adequately respond to an influenza pandemic and that the initial 
approaches used were unlikely to achieve further progress. Making up 
for a shortfall of 3.6 billion doses in production capacity would depend 
on sustainable demand for seasonal vaccines as part of health security 
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burdens can make vaccination more accessible to those in need [8].
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