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Digitalis Toxicity
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Editorial Note

Digoxin toxicity, also known as digoxin poisoning, is a type of
poisoning that occurs in people who take too much of the medication
digoxin or eat plants such as foxglove that contain a similar substance.
Symptoms are typically vague .They may include vomiting, loss of
appetite, confusion, blurred vision, changes in colour perception,
and decreased energy. Potential complications include an irregular
heartbeat, which can be either too fast or too slow. Toxicity may
occur over a short period of time following an overdose or gradually
during long-term treatment. Risk factors include low potassium, low
magnesium, and high calcium. Digoxin is a medication used for heart
failure or atrial fibrillation. An electrocardiogram is a routine part of
diagnosis. Blood levels are only useful more than six hours following
the last dose.

Signs and symptoms

Digoxin toxicity is often divided into acuteor chronic toxicity. In
both of these toxicity, cardiac effects are of the greatest concern. With
an acute ingestion, symptoms such as nausea, vertigo, and vomiting
are prominent. On the other hand, nonspecific symptoms
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