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Editorial
An infectious disease outbreak of Nipah virus (NiV) in Kozhikode

and Malappuram districts in Kerala (India) has left at least 17 people
dead of 18 cases brought the world's attention in May 2018. The most
cases of this outbreak are of family members or health workers caring
for individuals. NiV is a zoonotic virus whose natural host is the fruit
bat (Pteropus bat species) and its outbreak was first reported in
1998-99 when virus moved to pig farmers from pigs in Malaysia and



21, 2018 with a US$ 25 million investment funded by the governments
of Germany, Japan, and Norway and not for profit foundations like Bill
& Melinda Gates Foundation and Welcome Trust, to accelerate work
on NiV vaccine at USUHS, USA. World Organization for Animal
Health also signed an agreement on May 30, 2018 with the Food and
Agriculture Organization of UN and WHO to cooperate against
human-animal-environment risks in view of the devastating zoonotic
potential of NiV.

Figure 1: Henipavirus outbreaks and Pteropus distribution map.

There is an urgent need to develop effective countermeasures and
preparedness employing a more comprehensive approach and
investment. In addition to rapid diagnostic and effective prophylaxis
and therapeutics, an infrastructure for disease surveillance outside of
outbreak scenarios must be improved in poor economic countries with
high population densities. Local public health facilities must be
equipped to prevent infection and enhance control measures to reduce
transmission. Importantly, communities must be educated regarding
care of farm animals and placing physical barriers to prevent sap
contamination through bats.
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