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Introduction
Radiologically inserted gastrostomy (RIG) is an interventional radiology 
(IR) procedure with a history four decades long [1]. Broadly speaking, 
there are two insertion mechanisms, one by which the gastrostomy cath-
eter passes into the stomach through the skin (Percutaneous Radiological 
Gastrostomy-PRG), and the other by which the gastrostomy catheter pass-
es out of the skin through the stomach (Per-Orum Inserted Gastrostomy-
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would die within 30 days each month can be calculated by Poisson prob-
ability. These are displayed, alongside the actual observed frequency, in 
(Table 2). Chi-squared test of these observed and expected numbers is not 
significant (p=1). In other words, the observed RIG 30 day mortality is 
statistically indistinct from predicted random variation. A Poisson prob-
ability distribution assumption predicts a probability that more than two 
patients die within 30 days of gastrostomy in any month is 1.3%.
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