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Understanding oral surgery

Oral surgery is a critical component of dental care, addressing 
issues that go beyond routine cleanings and fillings. Dentists may refer 
patients to oral surgeons for conditions such as impacted wisdom 
teeth, facial trauma, corrective jaw surgery, dental implants, and oral 
pathology. These specialists undergo extensive training, typically 
completing dental school followed by several years of residency focused 
on surgical techniques and medical management.

Subspecialties in oral surgery

Within the field of oral surgery, several subspecialties exist, each 
catering to specific conditions and patient needs. These subspecialties 
include:

Oral and maxillofacial pathology: Specialists in this area diagnose 
and treat diseases affecting the oral cavity and surrounding structures, 
such as oral cancer, cysts, and tumors.

Oral and maxillofacial radiology: Experts in imaging techniques, 
including X-rays, CT scans, and MRI scans, to aid in the diagnosis and 
treatment planning of oral and maxillofacial conditions.

Oral and maxillofacial reconstruction: Surgeons skilled in 
restoring form and function to the mouth, jaw, and face through 
techniques such as bone grafting, tissue reconstruction, and dental 
implant placement.

Craniofacial surgery: This subspecialty focuses on correcting 
congenital abnormalities, facial deformities, and traumatic injuries 
affecting the skull and face.

Common procedures in oral surgery

Oral surgeons perform a wide array of procedures to address 
various dental and facial conditions. Some of the most common 
procedures include:

Tooth extractions: Removal of damaged, decayed, or impacted 
teeth, including wisdom teeth.

Dental implants: Placement of artificial tooth roots to support 
dental prosthetics, such as crowns, bridges, or dentures.

Jaw surgery (Orthognathic Surgery): Correction of misaligned 
jaws and facial asymmetry to improve bite function and aesthetics.

Facial trauma repair: Reconstruction of facial injuries resulting 
from accidents, falls, or sports-related incidents.

Oral Biopsies: Surgical removal and examination of abnormal 
tissue to diagnose oral lesions or tumors.

Temporomandibular joint (TMJ) Surgery: Treatment of TMJ 
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