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Sample size and case de nition

Fi y babies who are being followed up at the clinic were
participated. Children who are born preterm (26 weeks-34 weeks) who
were admitted to NICU at Teaching Hospital Peradeniya and currently
in the age range of 2 yrs-5 yrs.

Statistical analysis tool and descriptive analysis

e data set analysis using R so ware version 4.1.0 with cmdr11
packages. Descriptive analysis was used to compare means, variances,
range to identify the central tendency and describe the basic features
of data. Furthermore, correlation analysis was carried out among
variables.

Correspondence analysis and contingency tables

In statistics, a contingency table (also known as a cross tabulation
or crosstab) is a type of table in a matrix format that displays the
(multivariate) frequency distribution of the variables. ey are heavily
used in survey research, business intelligence, engineering, and

between two variables and can help nd interactions between them.
Pearson’s chi-squared test

Pearson’s chi-squared test is a statistical test applied to sets of
categorical data to evaluate how likely it is that any observed di erence
between the sets arose by chance. It is the most widely used of many
chi-squared tests (e.g., Yates, likelihood ratio, portmanteau test in time
series, etc.).

Single-linkage clustering

In statistics, single-linkage clustering is one of several methods of
hierarchical clustering. It is based on grouping clusters in bottom-up
fashion (agglomerative clustering); at each step combining two clusters
that contain the closest pair of elements not yet belonging to the same
cluster as each other.

Dendrogram

A dendrogram is a diagram that shows the hierarchical relationship
between objects. It is most commonly created as an output from
hierarchical clustering. e main use of a dendrogram is to work out
the best way to allocate objects to clusters. e dendrogram below
shows the hierarchical clustering of six observations shown on the
scatterplot to the left [14-16].

Inclusion and exclusion criteria

Preterm babies born in between 26 weeks to 34 weeks of POA,
Babies born as singletons, Babies who didn't su er f rom chronic
illnesses, and Babies who were exclusively fed with expressed breast
milk during the neonatal period were included in the study.

Children born as a sibling
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