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Introduction
As the global population of elderly individuals in correctional 

facilities continues to rise, the imperative of providing palliative 
care for this demographic becomes increasingly evident. While 
compassionate release stands as the primary consideration for those 
in need of palliative or end-of-life care within correctional settings, 
the prevalence of obstacles to such releases underscores the necessity 
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[7]. Utilizing health information technology, which involves automated 
data extraction from electronic health records, presents a cost-e�ective 
alternative to time-consuming manual data retrieval. It also allows for 
greater �exibility in the frequency and emphasis of data collection. 
However, these elements are frequently absent or underutilized within 
the penal system. As these changes are implemented, the creation of 
indicators should be pragmatic to accommodate limited resources and 
health information systems. Priority should be given to indicators that 
leverage readily available data from existing systems, accurately re�ect 
palliative care within the prison context, and are widely recognized 
as e�ective measures of health in community settings. �is approach 
encourages the gradual and long-term establishment of mechanisms 
for collecting, extracting, analyzing, and providing feedback on data to 
improve the quality of palliative care in correctional facilities.

Striking a harmonious balance: crafting palliative care indi-
cators
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