
investigations (McCann et al., 1996) or forceful penetration of the 
individual’s body cavity (Salfati & Taylor, 2006), which would be 
adjudged as sexual abuse. 

The matter of rape and/or sexual abuse is sometimes committed 
with other crimes, multiple modalities of crimes. Criminologists and 
other scholars have been arguing for some time that rape is associated 
with other violent crimes such as homicide (Marriner, 1992; Wilson 
& Seaman, 1996; Chan, 2012), which is a behavioural approach 
to the discourse of sexual crimes (Ressler, Burgess, & Douglas, 
1988). Using criminal data for eight states in US, DeLisi (2014) 
established that 1) homicide and rape were statistically related and 

2) path regression showed that “…rape had a significant and robust 
association with multiple murder” (p. 420). DeLisi’s work (2014) 
sets the foundation that rape and homicide are related and that the 
matter of forensic science has some of its tenets in the social sciences, 
particularly criminology. Using empirical data, DeLisi established a 
sociological framework that there is a significant statistical correlation 
between homicide and sexual crimes (see also, Knight et al., 1998). 
However, rape or carnal abuse extends beyond criminology and 
forensic science to the area of public health. 

According to Bishop (2008), “Carnal abuse is committed when 
a male person has sexual intercourse with a female person who is 
under the age of consent which is 16”. Undoubtedly, this can be 
considered a violent act against a female. Violent acts, among them 
being rape, carnal abuse and homicide, are subsets of public health 
and in fact the World Health Organization (WHO) in 2002 dedicated 
an entire publication to violence (Krug et al., 2002). Despite the 
efforts of the WHO in promoting scientific inquiries into violence 
from a public health vantage point (WHO, 2014a), sexual homicide 
is still narrowly studied by public health practitioners in the English-
speaking Caribbean, especially Jamaica that has a high homicide rate. 
The reality is, there are sexual homicides, sexual murder, sex-related 
homicide (Hill et al., 2012; Connery, 2013; Radojevic et al., 2013) 
as well as intimate partner femicide (Abrahams et al., 2013; Black, 
2011; Stockl et al., 2013).

Rape is not only a vicious crime perpetrated against another, it 
is violating an individual’s human rights and trampling on the core 
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committed when a male person has sexual intercourse with a female 
person who is under the age of consent which is 16”. 

RESULTS
Table 2 presents descriptive statistics on homicide and, rape and 

carnal abuse for Jamaica from 1970 to 2013. Over the studied period 
(i.e., 44 years), on average, 778  ±  465 people (95% CI: 626-931) 
were murdered in Jamaica compared to 1,062  ±  333 (95%CI: 952-
1,171) who were raped or carnally abused. For the same period, on 
average, 2.1  ±  1.3 (95%CI: 1.7-2.6) people were murdered on a 
daily basis and 2.9  ±  0.9 (95%CI: 2.6-3.2) were raped or carnally 
abused. A detailed description of what obtains for the studied period 
is presented in the Annex (Table 2). From information in the Table in 
the Annex, in 1970, the homicide rate was 8.1 per 100,000 mid-year 
population, compared to 44.2 per 100,000 in 2013. 

Table 3 illustrates descriptive statistics on homicide and, reported 
rape and carnal abuse cases for four decades ending with 2000. In the 
1970s, on average, 209  ±  83 people were murdered in Jamaica, 
which rose by 653.4% in the decade of 2000 (to 2,004  ±  3.2; 
95%CI: 2,002-2,007). Comparatively, on average, absolute rape and 
carnal abuse for the decades of the 1970s and 2000s rose by 118.4%. 
The reality of the exponential rise in absolute homicide in Jamaica 
is expressed in the average daily absolute homicide which increased 
from 0.7 person to 3.6 people for the decade of the 1970s and 2000s, 
respectively. Although the rate of increase in the absolute number of 
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is more seen in the discourse of criminology (Wilbanks, 1979) than 
public health in Jamaica. Such a reality must cease with urgency as 
the homicide rate in Jamaica for 2013 was 44.2 per 100,000 mid-
year population compared to 6.2 per 100,000 in the globe and 25 per 
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