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also interested in humanistic medical training so I shared with him 
the idea for exploring the consciousness of group dynamics in terms 
of “humanistic medicine” and wondered if medical students were 
presented with only a diagnosis and diagnostic scientiýc information, 



343  Roseman & Rana • How do Medical Students Respond to the Concept 

omitting any suggestion of integrative medicine protocols that could 
perhaps lessen the patient suffering, as well as omitting any cultural 
identiýcation was also integrated in the presentation. The authors 
made every effort to spell out all omissions blatantly in an attempt 
to cue the medical students to help identify missing humanistic 
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CONCLUSION
We believe that most medical students are so used to scientiýc 

presentations that support the deeply instilled philosophy that views 
patients as “their disease,” that they did not identify any “missing 
elements” from the technological portion of the lecture. Although, 
medical students indicate a keen awareness of the importance of 
“compassion” for patients, they were not able to identify the lack 
of ñcompassionò. Results of the questionnaire from the medical 
students indicated a lack of identiýable cultural statistics and the 
purposeful lack of discussion of any integrative/complementary 
medicine treatments. We ýnd this to be problematic particularly 
because it is not unique to the prominent model of medicine. 
However, we were pleased to read the humanistic themes identiýed 
by most participants relating to the importance of compassion. It’s 
odd that the medical students could identify as an important factor 
in the practice of medicine, but could not recognize its importance 
enough to identify it when needed.

LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY
It is important to highlight that the study only examined the 

perceptions of second year medical students on the role of compassion 
in medical care after they viewed a lecture on the technological 
aspects of breast cancer, and it was a small sample of participants. 
The study did not include other medical students in different years 
of training or include participants from other health care professions. 
We hope to continue the research to include a greater number of 
participants in the future as well as participants from other areas of 
the healthcare professions.

ABOUT THE AUTHORS
Dr. Janet Lynn Roseman is an Assistant Professor in the 

Department of Medical Education at Nova Southeastern University 

College of Osteopathic Medicine, Fort Lauderdale, Florida. She is 
an expert in Spirituality and Medicine and Compassionate Care and 
is the Director of the Sidney Project in Spirituality and Medicine 
and Compassionate Care™ and the author of If Joan of Arc Had 
Cancer: Finding Courage, Faith and Healing from History’s Most 
Inspirational Woman Warrior (New World Library).

Dr. Arif M. Rana is an Assistant Professor of Biomedical 
Informatics and Medical Education and Director of Faculty 
Development at Nova Southeastern University College of 
Osteopathic Medicine, Fort Lauderdale, Florida. He is well versed in 
curriculum development and instructional design and has substantial 
knowledge of programming languages. His research interests are in 
medical education, healthcare databases, and data mining.

REFERENCES


