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Op
e main objectives of this study were to:

1. Give an overview of the current status of biodiversity at the Hon
Mun Island and its marine environment
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the topographic basis for a wide range of coastal and marine habitatlidity and credibility of this study since, engagement of the people is
types, developed in relation to prevailing oceanographic conditions amebt a main objective although it would have helped establish and give us
gradients in mainland - oceanic in uences (Figure 1). e diverse arraymore information. Language barrier also hindered our ability to engage

of tropical habitats includes coral reefs, so bottom communities, semost of the indigenous or local inhabitants although the primarily

grass beds, mangroves, sandy beaches and rocky shores. mode of data collection was through primary data as well as use of
secondary data on the internet and from the site as well as engaging
MiMd some few sta at the site.
Miih R
Use of ceIIuIa_tr phones, measuring tape for transects measurement, .. _Area Covered by Life-form x 100%
ruler, slate, pencil, thread and snorkeling masks. Percentage Cover (%) = -
Total Distance
M

(Tables 1-6) In calculating for the variables in the tables above;
Personal and direct observations were made at the study ardai.erenceintransitional Life-form Code inthe areameasured by the Life-

Informal interviews were conducted with some personnel at the area form at that given area up to the next area or zone being measured. Hence

get more insight about the area. Secondary data from the internet ag@nes with the same life-form have their distance summed up (i.e., Sanc

other literature were used to give detailed information on biodiversit¢SND) covered in two or three areas are summed up; L1i+L1ii....L1n).

of species and management of the ecosystem at the Hon Mun Islaki$ing Shannon Weiner's mode of calculating for diversity of species in

Use of Microso o ce tools like; Microso word and excel worksheet a given area;

as well as Shannon Weiner's index to calculate for the diversity of

species in the area in quantitative analysis and formulation of charts.

B

e strategy used for this research was both qualitative and
quantitative approach. Some quantitative tools were used in the
collection and analyzing of data. No laboratory test or analyses were
made to establish a logical base except quantitative tools outlined in
section 6.2.

e research design adapted for this study is a case study design. A
single case study was adapted to explore more world about the nature
and management of ecosystems at the Hon Mun Islands, taking into
consideration some areas that were measured for this study. Since, this
study is a single case study, results or ndings cannot be generalized for
the entire islands in Vietnam or other islands at Nha Trang.

L il

Limited funds did not enable us to visit the place more oen to
engage the most of the local people who are mainly farmers and
shermen, thus, participatory/action based research to delve more and
broaden the objectives of this study. is limitation does not lirttie
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pi = Life - Form Value / Distance coverec
Total Distance
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x To enable local island communities to improve their livelihoods
and in partnership with other stakeholders to e ectively protect
and manage the marine biodiversity at Hon Mun as a model for
collaborative marine protected area management.

Efla e enforcement plan is aimed at eliminating

illegal shing in the area which destroys sh larvae and coral reefs, as

well as enforcement of gear and no shing restricted zones. Some zones
have been demarcated for snorkeling, diving, boat settlement and so on,
basically recreational activities [5] in the area. Marine protected areas

village committees liaising with personnel from the government.

All stakeholders have been brought on deck to help manage
the Hon Mun Island. Village committees have been set up in
each village to represent the interest of their people, teaming up
with Mun Island MPA Authority as well as provincial agencies in
management of this zone.

Da
L i\

e survey was conducted to measure diversity of species at the
bottom zone at the Mun Island as well as to enable students to describe
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Figure 7: Observation of inputs from land like; nutrients and sediment run off (Source: Field Data/Survey).
Figure 8: Invasion of some species thereby causing some corals to die off or bleach.
programs which have been implemented are meant to conser®eferences
or keep the resources in its pristine nature. 1. National Environmental Agency (NEA) and Ministry of Science, Technology
DQG (QYLURQPHQW 0267( 6FLHQWL¢{F 5DWLRQD

5. Support community involvement through; Collection of user  area system Planning. Ministry of Science, Technology and Environment,
fees of which a percentage is returned to local communities. Hanoi, Vietnam.

Local people are involved in monitoring the change in2. nam PK, Son TVH (2002) Recreational value of the corals surrounding the

biodiversity. Local people are rewarded for improvements in HonMun Islands in Vietnam: A travel cost and contingency valuation study.
. . Economy and Environmental Program for Southeast Asia, World Fish Centre,
the local marine environment. Vietham,

Cb 3. TuanV, Long NV, Tuyen HT, Hoa NX, Hoang PK (2002) Coral reefs on
the Hon Mun MPA, species composition, community structure, status and

In nut-shell, participatory or action based approach as well as management recommendations. Hon Mun Marine Protected Area Pilot
conservation, are two main approaches, which can be adhered to Proiect Vietnam. pp: 8-11.
ensure sustainable use of resources if the right policy framework afid Rambaldi G, Bugna S, Gieger M (2015) Review of the protected area system
monitoring mechanisms are properly structured through institutional of Vietnam. WWF Indochina, IUCN, Vietnam.
capacity [7]. e factors spelt above delves into biodiversity of specieé- (2002) Hon Mun Marine Protected Area (MPA). Khu Bao Ton Bien, Nha Trang.
at the Hon Mun Island, who manages the site, support, threats whieh International Union for Conservation of Nature (IJUCN) (2005) Hon Mun Island
degrade the site’s pristine ecosystem and proposed measures whictfroject Plot report.
can be adapted to ensure sustainability of resources in that marine www.nhatrangbaympa.vnn.n/newsletter/English/News1.pdf
environment.
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