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often supporting this possible positive association between epilepsy
and T. canis seropositivity [19-32]. This association was also confirmed
by a recent meta-analysis including seven cases-control studies,
suggesting a possible increased risk of developing epilepsy among
people exposed to T. canis infection [32]. Even if seizures have been
related to the presence of single or multiple toxocara lesions found in
cases described in literature, the epileptogenesis of helminth infections
is largely unknown [33-35]. Helminths, in fact, can cause seizures by
producing focal lesions, but an antibody-mediated epilpetogenesis
cannot be ruled out. As well known, helminths determine a
conspicuous immune activation including the production of
autoantibodies that, if directed against neuronal antigens, may cause
epilepsy [33] From this point of view toxocariasis could also increases
the risk of developing epilepsy due to masked mechanisms, despite the
absence of detectable focal cerebral granuloma [2].

As matter of the fact, despite toxocariais is considered the most
frequent helminthic infection worldwide, neurotoxocariais is largely
unknown and diagnosis is rarely sought leading to a possible
underestimation of its real burden.
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