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Introduction
Despite the global advocacy for hospice education in nursing 

bachelor's degree programs, a signi�cant number of nursing schools 
fail to provide adequate education [1]. Various factors contribute to 
this shortfall, including program duration, limited practical experience, 
cautious clinical instruction, high stress levels in actual hospice settings, 
and challenges in applying theoretical knowledge to clinical practice. 
�e absence of guaranteed hospice clinical practice o�en leads to the 
integration of hospice theoretical learning into other topics, leaving 
students ill-prepared for hospice care. An online survey conducted by 
Chover-Sierra et al. revealed that the knowledge of hospice care among 
619 nursing students was moderately low [2]. Descriptive research 
highlighted that 187 junior nursing students exhibited hesitancy and 
self-doubt in delivering hospice care [3,4]. Negative perceptions of 
hospice care were attributed to limited and secretive information, likely 
contributing to the inadequacy of high-quality hospice treatment. �e 
lack of proper education has been linked to lowered nursing standards, 
with only a few nursing personnel feeling comfortable caring for the 
terminally ill [5]. Educators' e�orts to enhance hospice education 
have shown promise, such as a study supporting medical students' 
knowledge and perspectives on hospice medications [6], emphasizing 
the positive outcomes of hospice education with sixteen hours of 
lectures. Educational strategies in hospice care have evolved, with 
Choi's program consisting of ten 3-hour sessions proving bene�cial 
in improving participants' perceptions of hospice, attitudes towards 
death, and ways of living [7]. Tamaki et al. employed standardized 
patients in a hospice simulation, e�ectively enhancing their students' 
knowledge, skills, and con�dence [8]. Earlier studies utilized a range 
of instructional techniques, including clinical practice, didactic 
instruction, and simulation-based activities [9]. While clinical 
application provided real-world engagement, instructional methods 
successfully imparted knowledge. However, limited opportunities for 
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favoring informative lectures for theoretical knowledge and mini-
simulations for immediate application of learned information. �is 
comprehensive approach aims to equip nursing students with the 
necessary knowledge and skills to provide high-quality palliative care.

Discussion
While the mini-simulation may not have been as intricate as 

the full simulation scenario, students perceived it as an opportunity 
to engage, familiarize themselves with simulation learning, and 
build their con�dence. �e inclusion of terminal symptoms and 
the introduction of role-played families in simulated scenarios 
presented additional challenges for participants. �ey appreciated 
guidance from instructors, including feedback on their performance 
in various situations acknowledging correct actions and correcting 
mistakes. Students reported that redoing the simulation bolstered 
their con�dence. Additionally, participants demonstrated that the 
debrie�ng session was valuable for building camaraderie and sharing 
insights through mutual support and collaboration.

Conclusion
�e research aimed to assess nursing students' comprehension 

of a simulation-based curriculum in hospice care. According to the 
students, the instructional methods proved e�ective in facilitating 
meaningful learning. Informational lectures equipped them with 
essential knowledge, mini-simulations enabled immediate application 
of information, simulation scenarios provided a comprehensive 
understanding of dying/death scenarios, and debrie�ng sessions 
helped them o�er support to themselves and their peers. Students 
expressed increased con�dence in their ability to provide hospice care, 
anticipating improved provision of information, enhanced symptom 
management, compassionate care, and more e�ective communication 
when caring for the dying and their families.
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