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current body weight in a quarter of the infants. In preparation for 
discharge, supplementation was reduced in 9 infants in median eight 
days prior to discharge and stopped completely in another 5 infants 12 
days before the day of discharge.

Discussion
Numerous studies have shown inadequate postnatal weight gain 

in VLBW infants when compared to intrauterine growth curves with 
[5–7]. �is growth failure is associated with adverse neurocognitive 
development [1-4]. As shown in other studies, analysis of a cohort of 
our VLBW infants revealed an insu�cient weight gain when compared 
to reference curves for intrauterine growth. Speculations for underlying 
reasons are plenty but supporting data are scarce. Analysis is frequently 
based on the scheduled intake according to a study protocol or on 
data extracted on a few speci�c days of life. Using intakes actually 
achieved as analyzed on a day-by-day basis is not common. We 
therefore analyzed a strati�ed cohort of VLBW infants in regard to our 
current nutritional practice towards oral and parenteral intake by each 
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