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Abstract
How difficult is it to prove electoral fraud by using e-generated evidence? An election as a democratic process 

of the people choosing their �
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Introduction
Electronically generated evidence is described as a category of 

evidence produced by a computer; it is a statement that is admissible by 
virtue of section 34 of the Evidence Act 2011. �is makes it an exception 
to hearsay evidence as provided by the act. �e use of electronic 
signatures to execute a document has also been recognised by the 
Evidence Act in Nigeria. Prior to the advent of the new Evidence Act, 
electronically produced evidences following several legal arguments 
were described as less authentic, unoriginal and that it fell under the 
classi�cation of hearsay evidence.

�e admissibility of e-generated evidence reduces the burden 
of proof for parties asserting certain allegations; it saves the time of 
the court and parties mandated by law to prove their case beyond 
reasonable doubt or on preponderance of evidence. Contextually, 
e-generated evidence will be dissected subject to its importance in cases 
of allegations on electoral fraud. A key issue following the just concluded 
presidential elections in Nigeria is the case of alleged electoral fraud, the 
intendment of this piece is to decipher what electoral fraud entails, how 
e-generated evidences would be used to prove electoral manipulation 
or rigging of votes [1]. Nigeria practices the multi-party and uses 
the secret ballot voting method in line with its democratic means of 
choosing a representative. �e questions on the mind of Nigerians in 
relation to this method of voting is whether results gotten from it can be 
relied upon, whether it is a transparent method, if it is not a transparent 
method can it be proven? If it to be proven, how can it be proven? �e 
answer to these can be found in this article. 

Discussion
Electoral fraud and election petition 

“�e ballot is stronger than the bullet” -Abraham Lincoln 

Nigeria is a West African country practicing the democratic system 
of government. In a democracy there are certain privileges the rulers 
and the ones being ruled enjoy. One of such privileges is franchise being 
the right to vote and be voted for. It is the right to elect a representative. 
�is democratic process is disrupted where there are cases of electoral 
fraud in the performance of the civic duties of Nigerian citizens 
[2]. Electoral fraud has no statutory de�nition however, by general 
knowledge it refers to the processes or election manipulation, voter 
suppression, vote buying, in�ation of votes otherwise called rigging. It 
generally refers to the illegal interference with the process of an election 
aimed at increasing the votes to favour a candidate or reducing the 
votes of a rival candidate. 
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National Electoral Commission (INEC), the independent body 
established by the Electoral Act is vested with the powers to conduct and 
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