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Conclusion
Checklist of Podiatric Surgery Surgical Safety is a useful and valid 

tool that improves the patient safety standards in the area Podiatric 
Clinic of the University of Seville. We believe that if we investigate 
more about this research area; it can bring significant advances to the 
profession and also it will help to propose improvements in healthcare 
quality in Podiatry.

Acknowledgements

We acknowledge the help rendered to all people from Area of podiatry clinic of 
the University of Seville in the preparation of the manuscript.

References

1.	 Leape LL, Lawthers AG, Brennan TA, Johnson WG (1993) Preventing medical 
injury. QRB Qual Rev Bull 19: 144-149.

2.	 Gawande AA, Thomas EJ, Zinner MJ, Brennan TA (1999) The incidence and 
nature of surgical adverse events in Colorado and Utah in 1992. Surgery 126: 
66-75.

3.	 Haynes AB, Weiser TG, Berry WR, Lipsitz SR, Breizat AH, et al. (2009) Safe 
Surgery Saves Lives Study Group. A surgical safety checklist to reduce 
morbidity and mortality in a global population. N Eng J Med 360: 491-499.

4.	 Kable AK, Gibberd RW, Spigelman AD (2002) Adverse events in surgical 
patients in Australia. Int J Qual Health Care 14: 269-276.

5.	 World alliance for patient safety (2008) WHO guidelines for safe surgery. 
Geneva: World Health Organization. 

6.	 Peyré SE, Peyré CG, Hagen JA, Sullivan ME (2010) Reliability of a procedural 
checklist as a high-stakes measurement of advanced technical skill. Am J Surg 
199: 110-114.

7.	 Weiser TG, Haynes AB, Dziekan G, Berry WR, Lipsitz SR, et al. (2010) Safe 
Surgery: Saves Lives Investigators and Study Group. Effect of a 19-item 
surgical safety checklist during urgent operations in a global patient population. 
Ann Surg 251: 976-980.

8.	 Wilson I, Walker I (2009) The WHO Surgical Safety Checklist: the evidence. J 
Perioper Pract 19: 362-364.

9.	 Vats A, Vincent CA, Nagpal K, Davies RW, Darzi A, et al. (2010) Practical 
challenges of introducing WHO surgical checklist: UK pilot experience. BMJ 
340: b5433.

10.	Keane MJ, Marshall SD (2010) Implementation of the World Health Organisation 
Surgical Safety Checklist: implications for anaesthetists. Anaesth Intensive 
Care 38: 397-398.

orderly way to check elements in order to increase the safety of our 
patients, and avoid mistakes. In our opinion the fulfillment of the 
surgical security checklist and its inclusion in the medical history of the 
podiatric patient is an important endorsement from the legal point of 
view, since it avoids legal claims and it takes into account the medical-
legal nature of the medical history.

The proposed checklist is adapted to be used in the area of Podiatric 
clinical area at the University of Seville. Unlike the proposal of the 
World Alliance for Patient Safety our checklist is made in two different 
moments by the same person. Another aspect that we should take into 
account is the nature of outpatient podiatric surgery, which makes us 
pay more attention, if possible, and the importance of the preoperative 
and postoperative care instructions before leaving our facility. The use 
of local anesthesia offers a great advantage in podiatric surgery and in 
the postoperative period. Before the patient leaves the center, it must be 
verified that the patient is clinically fine and that he has understood the 
postoperative instructions, and also what to do in case of complications. 
At the end of the process, the list must be signed by the podiatrist and 
the person responsible for completing it. Both must verify is completed 
before signing the Checklist.

The effectiveness of the checklist has been recognized by other 
authors in the prevention of surgical complications. Takala stated 
in his study that the list takes into account the security aspects [12], 
which facilitates its recall and application. Verdaasdonk notes that the 
standardization of surgical procedures facilitates the implementation 
of care protocols instead of relying only on the memory; the result is 
that less errors [13] are made, and both indicate that the incorporation 
of this tool in clinical practice improves morbidity caused by the 
occurrence of surgical complications [14-16].

The checklist of podiatric surgical safety is very useful to prevent 
complications. On the one hand, it aids to include scientific evidence 
in clinical practice; this increases the number of barriers to the 
identification and reduction of complications of surgical practice. On 
the other hand, it is based on sequential checks of concrete actions 
that help to improve the memory and the perception of potential 
welfare risks. Finally it generates a culture of safety among the involved 
professional, encouraged teamwork and monitoring errors.

Verbal checking of the patient's identity.
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