Demaret et al., J Addict Res Ther 2015, 6:1
DOI: 10.4172/2155-6105.1000208

Review Article Open Access

Reduction in Acquisitive Crime During a Heroin-Assisted Treatment:
a Post-Hoc Study

Demaret I+2*, Deblire C*2, Litran G'2, Magoga C*?, Quertemont E3, Ansseau M? and Lemaitre A*

!Institute for Human and Social Sciences, University of Liége, 4000, Belgium
2Department of Psychiatry, University of Liege, 4000, Belgium
SDepartment of Psychology, Cognition and Behaviour, University of Liege, 4000, Belgium

Keywords: Heroin-assisted ~ treatment;  Diacetylmorphine;
Methadone; Criminal involvement

Introduction
Drug and crime are frequently associated in case of regular use of
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Criminal involvement
during 6 previous
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Although 93% of the participants reported a delinquent past, 36%
did not report any o ence during the 6 months before baseline and
were not prosecuted. e association between drug dependence and
criminality is not ineluctable even for severe heroin users.

Strengths and limits

e absence of statistically signi cant di erence between both
groups in our trial could be related to the small number of perpetrators
at baseline (47 during the previous 6 months and 37 during the
previous month) combined to the high number of acts committed by
each perpetrator. With a small number of participants, as in our trial,
prevalence is more sensible to changes than incidence. However, on a
societal point of view, the total number of crimes committed has more
consequences than the number of delinquents.

Participants could have underreported the number of their criminal
activities to give a more socially desirable response, but, even in this
case, self-reported data are more sensible than registered prosecutions
[21].

35 participants reported illegal activities during the previous
month in response to one general question in the Europe ASI, but 2
more participants reported crimes during the same period according to
the 13 questions of our delinquency questionnaire. Detailed questions
about crimes enable participants to remember better what they did
than a general question [23].

Conclusion

Acquisitive crime linked to heroin use can be reduced by an opioid
maintenance treatment as HAT. However, even a new methadone
treatment for severe heroin users can also help patients to decrease their
criminal behaviour related to street heroin use.
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