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Editorial
Childhood is RіHQ perceived as a time of innocence and happiness;

unfortunately, this is not true to all children. НH concept of happy
childhood devastatingly FRQپLFWV with suicide in children. Indeed,
research has shown that the majority of children are able to understand
the meaning of VHOI�LQپLFWHG death from 8 years of age on [1], and are
capable to engage in suicidal behaviours. Although suicide in children
represents a relatively rare event, it is still one of the leading causes of
death in the age group 10-14 years [2]. Suicide prevalence increases in
adolescence, a phenomenon that is not unexpected, as this constitutes
the time of rapid developmental changes. Similarly to adults, conپictmҐM j



turbulence. НH limited research originating from the area has pointed
out that the countries with the highest suicide rates are poor and have
low GDP [9]. Other LQپXHQWLDO factors RіHQ named in explaining the
high suicide rates in young people are loss of cultural values and
traditional beliefs in indigenous people [10,11]. In addition,
considering that in majority of the countries hanging is still the most
prevalent suicide method for young females and males, it is important
to note that South American countries with the highest suicide rates
have a very high prevalence of suicides by poisoning with pesticides
and other chemicals (X66-X69), especially in young females. For
example, the prevalence of pesticide poisoning in females in age group
10-14 years was 81% and in age group 15-19 years was 83.6% in
Guyana while the corresponding percentages for Mexico were 14.2%
and 20.6%, and for Canada 0% and 1.5%, respectively [3]. Although
populous Asian countries such as India and China do not report their
suicide data to the World Health Organization and are therefore not
included into our analysis, they are widely known for the high
prevalence of suicide cases involving the use of pesticides; this
phenomenon is generally believed to contribute to the high suicide
rates of young females in those countries [12,13]. Another important
consideration while interpreting suicide rates in youth is that suicides
are more likely to be underreported, especially in children. Possible
factors related to the underestimation are social stigma and shame
around suicide; coroner or legal RٹFHUͤV reluctance to determine a
verdict of suicide in case of a child; disparities in death FODVVLٽFDWLRQ
systems, and/or the misconception that children are unable to engage
in suicidal behaviours due to their cognitive immaturity [14,15].
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