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51-60 47 15.36 25 22.90 22 11.16 1.08 0.13

61-70 140 45.75 61 55.90 79 40.10 1.88 0.06

>70 114 37.25 19 17.45 95 48.20 -2.49 0.01*

First Exposure Age (Years)

<25 197 64.38 71 65.13 126 63.95 0.14 0.44

25-29 71 23.20 24 22.01 47 23.85 -0.10 0.46

30-34 20 6.54 7 6.42 13 6.59 -0.02 0.49

>=35 18 5.88 7 5.88 11 5.58 0.08 0.46

Cumulative exposure index

Low-medium 227 0 0 1.08 0.13
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The observed significant increasing trend of the ACEI (natural log)
means with severity of ARD (Table 3) was in agreement with the
widely demonstrated dose response relationship for asbestosis onset
[30] while the low ACEI among subject with Asbestos Related Cancer
(ARC) was consistent with the no threshold theory [31,32].

The observed highest frequencies of ARD among subjects exposed
for the first time before the 1960 were consistent with the results of
other experiences in Netherland [33], Finland [34], Israel [10] and Italy
[26,35].

Latency times of single ARD were associated with the ACEI. The
length of lag time between exposure and the onset of Asbestos Related
Diseases (ARD) it can vary from many decades to few years. Asbestosis
can occur shortly after exposure if the exposure is very high, while
Pleural Plaques (PP) requires a long latency period. Previous
experiences reported the occurrence of PP associated to the ACEI
adjusted for a latency period of about 15 years [36].
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