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Striga seeds were preconditioned following the method [7]

described by Berner et al. Surface disinfested S. gesnerioides seeds were
placed in a sterile Petri dish with 30 ml of sterile water and stirred until
they sunk. The Petri dish was covered with aluminium foil in order to
exclude light and incubated at 28ºC for 14 days, changing water after
every two days using a pipette.
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The agar gel technique [8] was done following the procedure

adapted from Reda et al. The surface disinfected Striga seeds were used
in this technique. Host seeds were germinated by placing them on wet
filter papers in petri dishes and incubating at room temperature for 14
days. Water agar was prepared by dissolving 6.8 g of bacto agar in 1000
ml of deionised water and the solution autoclaved at 120ºC for 20
minutes to eliminate microbial contaminants. The agar was allowed to
cool for an hour before pouring. Fifty micro-millilitres (approximately



germination. The tobacco genotypes K RK66 and T74 can be grown in
Striga 
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