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INTRODUCTION
Globally, every 40 seconds a person dies by suicide. More 
than 800 000 people die due to suicide every year (WHO, 
2014). Over 3000 adolescents die every day (1.2 million) 
deaths a year, from largely preventable/avoidable causes 
(WHO, 2018). One of the leading causes of death around 
the world is suicide in particular it is the third leading cause 
of death among young adults (Amelia et al., 2010). It is 
the second leading cause of death among college students 
(Schwartz, 2016; Dogra et al., 2008). Approximately 60% of 
suicides occur in the Asian regions (WHO, 2008). 

However, there are limited studies and the resources 
available to prevent the problem (Li et al, 2012). Suicide 
is among the leading causes of death and, among young 
people, the leading cause of death in many Asian countries. 
It is a leading cause of death for adolescents since young 
people spend the majority of their day at school (Erbacher 
et al., 2014). Asia is culturally, economically, and socially 
diverse, but, the research on attitudes towards suicide in 
Asia is limited (Kristen & Joung, 2014). 

South Korea has the highest suicide rate among the OECD 
nations (Sungwon et al, 2016). Adolescent suicide is a sad 
phenomenon in all over the social aspects. However, the 
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comprehensive suicide prevention strategies in a multi-
sectoral public health approach (WHO, 2018).

Suicide is a global phenomenon and occurs throughout the 
lifespan. Suicide is a global public health concern. Effective 
and evidence-based interventions can be implemented at 
population, sub-population and individual levels to prevent 
suicide and suicide attempts. There are indications that for 
each adult who died by suicide there may have been more 
than 20 others attempting suicide (Erbacher et al., 2014).

This current study assessed the current suicidal attitudes, 
including suicide trends, cultural influences, and risk factors 
as well as their implications. A number of researchers 
(Erbacher et al., 2014) have reported that every culture 
throughout history has adopted its own view of suicidal 
behavior. Whereas some cultures have supported and 
encouraged such behavior, others have strongly opposed 
and condemned it. These extreme differences support the 
notion that suicide is embedded within a cultural context 
(Dogra et al., 2008).

Other cultures have also encouraged suicide as an honorable 
way to die. Chinese and Japanese cultures have at times 
regarded suicide as honorable, especially within a military 
context. For the Chinese, defeated generals or overthrown 
rulers were expected to commit suicide, and the Japanese 
condoned suicide in the form of hari-kari, in which warriors 
would die admirably through a long process of self-inflicted 
disembowelment (Kristen & Joung, 2014).

Suicide can be defined as the termination of one’s own 
existence by an intentional and deliberate act that works 
against survival. This type of behavior has become an 
increasingly important health concern over the past few 
decades due the drastic increase in its occurrence among 
young populations (Kandi, 2005). Suicide is a complex, 
yet preventable public health problem resulting from 
the interaction of psychological, social, biological, and 
environmental factors. To address this gap in the literature 
and to clarify the role of attitudes, the current study assesses 
attitudes toward suicide among University students in Korea.

METHOD
The cross-cultural samples were consisted of students from 
public universities in the capital of Korea. Both Korean 
and non-Korean students in each university were selected 
via convenience sampling from 2019 second year graduate 
students and applied Attitudes toward Suicide (ATTS) 
instruments. ATTS is widely used to evaluate the views of 
an individual regarding acceptability of suicide and attitudes 
towards suicide (Patryk, 2019). The instrument was primarily 
developed based on university students to measure attitude 
towards suicide and utilized in various countries. 

The ATTS questionnaire was used to collect data and the 
study participants was rated on a Likert type scale and socio-
demographic items. The items of the questionnaire were 

grouped into eight domains of ATTS suicidal measures 
for presenting the study data in an understandable way. 
Finally, Statistical data analyses were conducted using the 
Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS; version 23), 
by considering statistical differences and significant values. 
The scales for the respondents were scored via using the 
five subscales, and differences in the socio-demographic 
factors. Lastly, the general linear model univariate were 
applied to further explore a cross-cultural comparison of 
the international and Korean graduate students’ attitudes 
towards suicide in Korea.

RESULTS
The hypothesis that the participants at variance in their 
attitudes toward suicide, the results indicated statistically 
significant main effects of participants for the factors: 
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The present study has confirmed the prevalence of, suicidal 
attitudes and behaviors of, suicide attempt history and 
psychological distress association with suicidality among 
students is needed to fully understand and establish a greater 
degree of accuracy on this matter. Around 40% of students 
may plans and 20% may attempt suicide during college 
found that college students are at high risk of suicidal 
ideation (Geumsook and Bumseok, 2018). A history of 
psychopathology and mental disorders are among the major 
risk factors of suicide in college students. 

The social and college-related factors are unique to students 
and exemplified as a “transition” period in their life in terms 
of academic, psychological, and social issues. This transition 
may aggravate existing psychosocial complicatedness which 
may lead to suicide. The study focused on the interpretation 
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suggested future directions for empirical study themes and 
suicide prevention programs. A variety of studies indicated 
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