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Tattoos as a Window to the Mind: Is the “Body Graffiti” Skin Deep 
or Deeper?
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INTRODUCTION
$� WDWWRR� LV� GH¿QHG� DV� D� IRUP� RI� ERG\� PRGL¿FDWLRQ� ZKHUH� D�

GHVLJQ�LV�PDGH�E\�LQVHUWLQJ�LQN��G\HV�DQG�SLJPHQWV��HLWKHU�LQGHOLEOH�
RU� WHPSRUDU\�� LQWR� WKH� GHUPLV� OD\HU� RI� WKH� VNLQ� WR� FKDQJH� WKH�
SLJPHQW��$�SHUPDQHQW�WDWWRR�LV�FUHDWHG�E\�LQVHUWLQJ�D�SLJPHQW�MXVW�
EHORZ�WKH�GHUPDO±HSLGHUPDO�MXQFWLRQ�RI�WKH�VNLQ�ZLWK�D�QHHGOH�RU�D�
VLPLODU�LPSOHPHQW��7KH�SLJPHQW�LV�DWWDFNHG�E\�WKH�LPPXQH�V\VWHP�
DQG�VLWV�LQ�PDFURSKDJHV�DQG�¿EUREODVW�FHOOV��SURGXFLQJ�SHUPDQHQW�
FRORUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VNLQ���9LYHN��9HUJKHVH��	�+DUYH\��������

7KHUH�LV�D�FRQVHQVXV�WKDW�WKH�ZRUG�WDWWRR�RULJLQDWHG�IURP�WKH�
3RO\QHVLDQ� ZRUG� ³tatua´� PHDQLQJ� DUWLVWLF� �)HUJXVRQ�5D\SRUW��
*ULI¿WK�� 	� 6WUDXV�� ������ DOWKRXJK� RWKHU� UHIHUHQFHV� TXRWH� WKH�
PHDQLQJ� DV� ³WR�ZULWH´��7KH�¿UVW� XVH� RI� WKH�ZRUG� LV� DWWULEXWHG� WR�
&DSWDLQ�&RRN��WKH�%ULWLVK�H[SORUHU�DQG�FDUWRJUDSKHU��DQG�KLV�PHQ��
ZKHQ�WKH\�¿UVW�YLVLWHG�WKH�+DZDLLDQ�,VODQGV�DQG�(DVWHUQ�$XVWUDOLD�
DQG�HQFRXQWHUHG�DQG�EHFDPH�IDVFLQDWHG�E\�ORFDOV�ZKR�ZRUH�WDWWRRV�
DQG� KDG� VRPH� RQ� WKHPVHOYHV� ������������� %XW� PDQNLQG� KDV�
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•	 7UDXPDWLF�WDWWRRV��UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�LQMXULHV��
•	 $PDWHXU�WDWWRRV��
•	 3URIHVVLRQDO�WDWWRRV��ZLWK�WZR�VXEW\SHV�FXOWXUDO�DQG�PRGHUQ�
•	 Cosmetic tattoos: these can be used to replace a nipple after 

EUHDVW�VXUJHU\�� IRU�H[DPSOH��RU�FDPRXÀDJH�VNLQ�FRQGLWLRQV�
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QRW� PDQLIHVW� WKHVH� VDPH� SHUVRQDOLW\� WUDLWV�� 1R� GLIIHUHQFH�
ZDV� IRXQG� LQ� WKH� QXPEHU� RU� QDWXUH� RI� ERG\� PRGL¿FDWLRQV�
EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�JURXSV��

CONCLUSIONS
7KH�FODVVLF� WHDFKLQJ� LQ�PHGLFLQH� WUDLQV�SK\VLFLDQV� WR� LQVSHFW�

¿UVW� EHIRUH� SURFHHGLQJ� WR� H[DPLQDWLRQ�� 7KH� IDFW� WKDW� FRUSRUDO�
SDLQWLQJV�DQG�RWKHU� IRUPV�RI�ERG\�PRGL¿FDWLRQ�DUH�QRQ�LQYDVLYH�
DQG�FRXOG�EH�D�ZLQGRZ�WR�WKH�PLQG�LV�JUHDW�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�FOLQLFLDQV�
WR� UHJLVWHU� WKH� VLJQV� DQG� PDNH� XVH� RI� WKHP� WRJHWKHU� ZLWK� RWKHU�
¿QGLQJV�ODWHU��7KLV�LV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�DUHD�RI�VWXG\�DQG�UHVHDUFK�DQG�
ZH�DUH�ERXQG�WR�KDYH�PRUH�SXEOLFDWLRQV�GHGLFDWHG�WR�LW��$�ZDUQLQJ�
LV�QHFHVVDU\�WKRXJK��QRQH�RI�WKH�¿QGLQJV�VR�IDU�H[HPSWV�XV�IURP�
GLVFLSOLQHG� QHXWUDOLW\� DQG� EHLQJ� XQSUHMXGLFHG�ZKHQ� H[DPLQLQJ� D�
WDWWRRHG�LQGLYLGXDO��7KH�RQO\�XVH�RI�WKH�DVVRFLDWLRQV�IRXQG�VR�IDU�LV�
WR�PHWLFXORXVO\�UXOH�RXW�FHUWDLQ�GLVRUGHUV�
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