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Tattoos as a Window to the Mind: Is the “Body Graffti” Skin Deep
or Deeper?
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INTRODUCTION

$ IDIWRR LV GH,QHG DV D IRUP RI ERG\ PRGL:FDILRQ ZKHUH D
GHVLIQ LV PDGH E\ LQVHUILQJ LQN G\HV DQG SLIPHQIV HLIKHU LQGHOLEOH
RU IHPSRUDUN LQIR WKH GHUPLV OD\HU RI IKH VNLQ IR FKDQJH IIKH
SLIPHQI 5 SHUPDQHQH IDIRR LV FUHDIHG EX LQVHUILQJ D SLIPHQH IXVH
EHIRZ IIKH GHUPDO+HSLGHUPDO IXQFILRQ R1 IKH VNLQ ZUIK D QHHGOH RU D
VLPLODU LPSIHPHQH 7KH SLIPHQI LV DINDFNHG EX IKH LPPXQH VAVIHP
DQG VLIV LQ PDFURSKDJHV DQG ¢ EUREODVI FHIV SURGXFLQJ SHUPDQHQI
FRORUDILRQ RI UKH VNLQ  OLYHN OQHUJKHVH  +DUYH\

7KHUH LV D FRQVHQUXV KD IKH ZRUG IDIRR RULJLQDIHG 1URP IKH
3RINQHVLDQ ZRUG 3tatua” PHDQLQJ DUILVILF  YHUIXVRQ SDN\SRUI
*LIGIK  BIUDXV DUKRXJK RIKHU UHIHUHQFHV TXRIH WKH
PHDQLQJ DV 3IR ZULIH™ 7KH ¢Vl XVH R IKH ZRUG LV DINULEXIHG IR
&DSIDLQ &RRN IIKH %ULILVK H[SIRUHU DQG FDUIRIUDSKHU DQG KLV PHQ
ZKHQ UKH\ ¢ UV YLVLIHG IKH +DZDLLDQ ,VODQGV DQG (DVIHUQ $XVIUDILD
DQG HQFRXQIHUHG DQG EHFDPH IDVFLQDIHG EX ORFDOV ZKR ZRUH IDIRRV
DQG KDG VRPH RQ UKHPVHOYHV %XIl PDQNLQG KDV
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7UDXPDILF WDIMRRY UHVXOILQJ IURP LQUXULHV

$PDIHXU IDIRRY

3URIHVVLRQDO IDHIRRY  ZLIK IZR VXEINSHV FX0IXUD0 DQG PRGHUQ
Cosmetic tattoos: these can be used to replace a nipple after
EUHDVI VXUJHU\ IRU H[DPSOH RU FDPRXADJH VNLQ FRQGLILRQV




QRW PDQLIHVI IKHVH VDPH SHUVRQDOLIN\ WUDLIV 2R GLITHUHQFH
ZDV IRXQG LQ IKH QXPEHU RU QDIXUH RI ERG\ PRGL¢ FDILRQV
EHIZHHQ WKH IZR JURXSV

CONCLUSIONS

7KH FODWLF IHDFKLQJ LQ PHGLFLQH IUDLQV SK\VLFLDQV IR LQUSHFI
¢VI EHIRUH SURFHHGLQJ IR H[DPLQDILRQ 7KH IDFI KDI FRUSRUD)
SDLQILQIV DQG RIKHU IRUPV RI ERG\ PRGL¢FDILRQ DUH QRQ LQYDVLYH
DQG FRX0G EH D ZLQGRZ IR IKH PLQG LV JUHD RSSRUIXQLIN. IRU FOLQLFLDQV
IR UHJLVIHU WKH VLIQV DQG PDNH XVH RI IKHP IRJHIKHU ZLIK RIKHU
¢QGLQJV ODIHU 7KLV LV DQ LPSRUIDQH DUHD RI VIXG\ DQG UHVHDUFK DQG
ZH DUH ERXQG IR KDYH PRUH SXEOLFDILRQV GHGLFDIHG IR LIl $ ZDUQLQJ
LV QHFHWDUN IKRXJK QRQH RI WKH ¢QGLQJV VR 1DU H[HPSIV XV 1URP
GLVFLSOLQHG QHXIUDOLIN DQG EHLQJ XQSUHIXGLFHG ZKHQ H[DPLQLQJ D
IDIRRHG LQGLYLGXDO 7KH RQU\ XVH RI KH DWRFLDILRQV IRXQG VR IDU LV
IR PHILFXORXVON UXOH RXIl FHUIDLQ GLVRUGHUV
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