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parent-training intervention, and cognitive rehabilitation, training 
and support (Accessed from: http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/autism/
treatment.html).

While the World Health Organization (WHO) stresses that 
“People with ASDs have the right to attain the highest standard of 
health care, without discrimination, in line with Article 25 of the 
United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
(CPRD)”, however, during the time of civil conflict and war, children 
with ASD become one of the most vulnerable groups that is highly 
affected by the crisis, and more common to be forgotten (United 
Nations, 2006; Accessed from: http://www.amnesty.ch/de/laender/
naher-osten-nordafrika/syrien/dok/2014/humanitaere-krise-in-
syrien-die-welt-sollte-sich-schaemen/amnesty-report-left-out-in-the-
cold.-syrian-refugees-abandoned-by-the-international-community)

Prioritizing the care for children with ASD during the time of war 
is critical. However, this is a challenging mission that is complicated 
by intertwined barriers of logistic, financial, and structural component. 

The most important impediment that hinders the implementation 
of appropriate intervention to the Syrian children with ASD is the 
lack of accurate data on their number and locations. Scarce data, 
adversely, affects the strategic planning and placement of those 
children in specialized intervention. Additionally, Autism Spectrum 
Disorders is a group of developmental disabilities extending from 
mild disabilities such as speech impairment to more severe cases such 
as intellectual disabilities and autism (Accessed from: http://www.
cdc.gov/ncbddd/autism/treatment.html). The United Nation High 
Refugee Committee (UNHRC) estimated that one in five refugees is 
affected by physical, sensory or intellectual impairment; and that of 
the 22% of with impairment, 13.4 % have intellectual impairment. 
Failure to appropriately address the basic needs of those children and 
helping them accessing adequate levels of assistance will have more 
severe consequences on their health and wellbeing than the general 
refugee population (United Nation High Refugee Committee & 
Handicap International, 2014). 

A rough estimate based on the ASD prevalence of 1 in 160 

children, as described by World health Organization (2013), and the 
latest number of children in dire need for humanitarian aid, inside 
and outside Syria, as reported by UNICEF, which is 7.5 million 
(Accessed from: http://www.unicefusa.org/mission/emergencies/
child-refugees/syria-crisis), infers that the number of children on the 
spectrum of ASD could reach tens of thousands. 

An assessment conducted by UNHCR during the second half of 
the year 2012 on 40,000 Syrian refugees, the findings showed that 
the potential number of people with disabilities (PWDs) could reach 
between 4,000 and 6,000 (generally accepted proportion of 10-15% 
of PWDs in a given population sample). Further studies on the 41 
families with PWD, showed that the majority of disabilities were: 
Speech impairment, cognitive impairment, and motor and/or sensory 
(United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, 2014).
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a refugee camp in Lebanon, due lack of awareness about Autism and 
insufficient financial resources to send him to school (http://www.
amnesty.ch/de/laender/naher-osten-nordafrika/syrien/dok/2014/
humanitaere-krise-in-syrien-die-welt-sollte-sich-schaemen/
amnesty-report-left-out-in-the-cold.-syrian-refugees-abandoned-
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