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Abstract

The golden toad (Incilius periglenes) once graced the cloud forests of Monteverde, Costa Rica, with its vibrant
hues and unique charm. However, its tale is one of tragedy and ecological warning. The species, now extinct, serves
as a poignant symbol of the broader challenges facing biodiversity on our planet.

Keywords: Golden toad; Biodiversity; Decline

Introduction

In the dense, mist-shrouded forests of Monteverde, a tiny
amphibian captivated the hearts of those lucky enough to witness its
radiant beauty-the golden toad. s striking creature, adorned with
vivid hues ranging from bright orange to deep red, inhabited the cloud
forests of Costa Rica and became an emblem of the rich biodiversity
nestled within this ecologically diverse region [1-3].

Methodology
e golden toad's habitat

e golden toad's habitat was characterized by cool temperatures,
high humidity,andalusharray of plantlife.  ese cloud forests provided
the perfect backdrop for a species that had evolved to thrive in the
unique conditions o ered by the Monteverde region. Unfortunately,
the very features that made this habitat special also made it vulnerable
to the impact of human activities and climate change [4,5].

Life cycle and behaviour

e golden toad's life cycle was intricately linked to the seasonal
changes in its habitat. Breeding during the wet season, males would
gather in chorus, creating a symphony of calls to attract females. e
females, distinguishable by their slightly larger size, would lay eggs
in specialized locations, and the vibrant tadpoles would eventually
metamorphose into the distinctive golden adults.

e mystery of decline

Despite their seemingly idyllic existence, the golden toads faced a
mysterious and rapid decline in the late 20th century. Scientists and
researchers were puzzled by the sudden disappearance of this once-
abundant species. Various factors were considered; including habitat
loss, fungal infections, and climate change, but a de nitive cause
remained elusive [6-8].

Extinction and ecological implications

Tragically, the golden toad was declared extinct in 1989, marking
one of the rst documented cases of amphibian extinction attributed
to human activities. Its disappearance echoed a broader concern about
the vulnerability of amphibians to environmental changes and signaled
a growing global biodiversity crisis.

Lessons learned

e story of the golden toad serves as a sobering reminder of the
delicate balance within ecosystems and the impact of human actions on
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