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Description

A tumor is an abnormal mass or growth of cells that can occur in
various parts of the body. Tumors can be either benign or malignant,
and when they are cancerous, they are associated with cancer. These
cells have the ability to invade nearby tissues and organs, as well as to
spread to other parts of the body through the bloodstream or lymphatic
system. When cancerous cells form a tumor, it is referred to as a
malignant tumor. Malignant tumors have several distinguishing
features. They can grow rapidly and invade surrounding tissues,
causing damage and interfering with the normal functioning of organs.
Unlike benign tumors, malignant tumors have the potential to
metastasize, meaning they can spread to distant sites in the body and
form new tumors. This process of metastasis is a major factor that
makes cancer a life-threatening condition.

Tumors can develop in any part of the body, including the brain,
lungs, colon, prostate, and skin, among others. Different types of
cancer have distinct characteristics and behaviors, affecting the
diagnosis, treatment options, and prognosis for patients. The causes of
cancer are multifactorial and can include genetic predisposition,
exposure to carcinogens (such as tobacco or certain chemicals), certain
infections (like human papillomavirus or hepatitis B and C), unhealthy
lifestyle choices (such as poor diet, lack of physical activity, or
excessive alcohol consumption), and exposure to ionizing radiation or
ultraviolet radiation. Early detection and diagnosis of tumors and
cancer are crucial for successful treatment outcomes.

Common diagnostic methods include imaging techniques like X-
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