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60 and above 10 8.8

Gender

Male 78 66.1

Female 40 33.9

Educational level

No formal education 26 21.8

Primary 39 32.8

Secondary 40 33.8

Tertiary 13 10.9

Occupation

Farming 76 63.9

Others 41 34.5

Farming Experience (years)

01-Oct 49 45.8

Nov-20 34 31.8

21-30 16 15.0

31-40 4 3.7

41 and above 4 3.7

Rice Farm Size (ha)

0-1 34 30.1

2-5 58 51.3

06-Oct 16 14.2

11 and above 5 4.4
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Chromolaena odorata (L.) R. M. P 17 14.4

Grasses

Pennisetum purpureum Schum. A 11 9.3

Sporoblus pyramidalis P. Beauv. A 26 22

Cynodon dactylon (Linn.) Pers. A 3 2.5

Imperata cylindrical (Linn.) Raeuschel
var.Africana (Anderss) C.E. Hubbard

P 9 7.6

Axonopus compressus (Sw) P. Beauv. A 11 9.3

Sacciolepis africana Hubb and Snowden P - -



PPA PE

Glyphosate Paraquat 2,4-D amine 2,4-D amine+Propanil
(mixture)

Herbicide Quantity in Sprayer (ml) 241.19 ± 9.29 186.27 ± 9.91 207.88 ± 10.49 216.38 ± 13.63

Amount of Water in Sprayer (ml) 17.24 ± 0.22 16.82 ± 1.03 16.34 ± 0.30 17.74 ± 0.30

Area Covered by Sprayer (ha) 0.09 ± 0.02 0.05 ± 0.01 0.05 ± 0.01 0.09 ± 0.02

Herbicide Application (litre/ha) 2.6-2.8 3.6-4.0 4.0-4.4 2.3-2.6

Recommended Rate (litre/ha) 6 3 1-1.5 4

% of Recommended Rate Used 47% 34% ˃ 200% ˃ 65%



Farm Credits for
Weeding

22 (22.2%) 59 (72.8%) 24 (20.3%) 48 (40.7%)

Table 8: Some Constraints to Adoption of Improved Weed Control
Technology Among Rice Farmers in Southwest Nigeria. 1 % -
Percentage of respondent, F- Frequency of respondents are in
parenthesis. Source: Field survey, 2013.

Discussion

Weed management practices among lowland rice farmers in
Southwest Nigeria

A large percentage of farmers depend fully on chemical method of
weed control. However, some farmers still engage in hand weeding to
support the use of herbicides; this may result from farmers inability to
aẉord



at 2-3 WAP. Respondents also indicate that all herbicides of choice are
applied once in a production cycle. Ѭis implies that recommended
agronomic practices in terms of application timing is commonly
practiced by lowland rice farmers [13].

Some factors limiting productivity among lowland rice
farmers in Southwestern Nigeria

Considering the high percentage of relatively young farmers,
possibility abounds that farmers in this study area have potential to
adopt improved weed control technology, thus contributing positively
to increased rice production in the area than older farmers. Reports
revealed that older farmers are generally slow to change due to fear of
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