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Over the last fifty years, widespread cancer screening has resulted 
in lower cancer mortality. Screening has resulted in a 13% reduction in 
colorectal cancer mortality and a 14% reduction in lung cancer cancer 
specific mortality. Breast and cervical cancer mortality rates have both 
decreased since the widespread use of screening mammograms and pap 
smears. Although PSA screening reduces prostate cancer mortality, it 
is also associated with false-positive results and overtreatment [1]. The 
American Cancer Society (ACS) and the US Preventative Services Task 
Force (USPSTF), as well as numerous professional organisations (ACS, 
AMA, AUA, ACOG), have made clear recommendations for the early 
detection of cancer in cis-gender patients at average and high risk.

When applied to the transgender community, these guidelines 
become less straightforward, and the World Profession Association 
of Transgender Health (WPATH) currently has no cancer screening 
guidelines. Transgender patients’ cancer screening needs will vary 
depending on “what stage of their transition” they are in, as the 
initiation of gender-affirming hormone therapy (GAHT), non-genital 
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