
"OBMZTJT�PG�"RVBDVMUVSF’LV�ZKHWKHU�DQG�KRZ�DTXDFXOWXUH�DႇHFWV�ORFDO�ZDJHV�DQG�HPSOR\PHQW��\HW�WKHUH�LV�OLWWOH�HPSLULFDO�VXSSRUW�IRU�WKLV�FODLP��,Q�RUGHU�WR�DQVZHU�WKLV�TXHU\��ZH�SXW�IRUWK�D�/RFDO�(FRQRP\�ZLGH�,PSDFW�(YDOXDWLRQ�PRGHO�WKDW�QHVWV�¿VK�farm models inside a general equilibrium model of their local economies. A primary data set of 1102 families in the principal aquaculture zone of Myanmar, which accounts for 60% of the nation’s aquaculture farms, was used to calibrate the model. With the help of this model, we look at how aquaculture has affected the earnings and employment prospects of households involved in fish farming as well as households with crop farms and non-farm occupations in the cluster. When we simulate increases in pond/plot surface of one acre, we find that: the retail and labour markets; and (3) small commercial fish farms generate greater spillovers than large fish farms. These findings support the idea that small-scale commercial aquaculture, specifically fish farming, may have a big impact on rural development and poverty alleviation.
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Introduction
For the past three decades, aquaculture has been the fastest-growing 

subsector of food production in the world, producing more than half of the fish used for human consumption. As the aquaculture industry has grown in importance on a global scale, interest in its potential to boost economic growth and alleviate poverty in developing nations, where the majority of fish farming is concentrated, has exploded. However, there is a dearth of both a convincing set of empirical data and a cohesive theoretical framework in the literature evaluating the benefits of aquaculture to rural economic development. The purpose of this paper is to fill this gap by estimating the economic effects of aquaculture in a rural economy, including indirect effects through input and factor markets, using a rigorous empirically grounded evaluation methodology based on a well-established body of economic literature [1].

The literature connecting aquaculture with poverty alleviation can 
be divided into two primary “strands.” The first is the “small-scale” tale, so to speak. This highlights the immediate advantages that farming households with limited resources may have when they raise fish for domestic consumption while also selling any surplus to boost their income. The oldest study that connected aquaculture and poverty had this theme. Since then, it has continued to be a common viewpoint and has been the literature’s prevailing topic [2].

The second thread is known as the “SME” storyline. On two empirical 
findings, this departs from the small-scale narrative: (2) the poorest households in communities where fish farming is practised rarely have sufficient resources to participate in aquaculture directly as producers, but are able to benefit from the industry through employment. The SME 
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scope and magnitude of production, consumption, and employment 
links related to aquaculture has been addressed in a few earlier studies. 
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