Introduction

Paradoxically, 80% are mostly in poorer countries, and their
need for pain relief is heightened by a relative absence of curative
care such as surgery, or treatment for both communicable and non-
communicable diseases causing pain.  ere are many reasons for this
disturbing health inequity, but the fundamental, o en overlooked
reason is the cumbersome, restrictive drug laws and policies that
exist at international, national, and local levels [1]. We call the legal
barriers fundamental because where laws forbid access to pain relief,
that prohibition trumps all other reasons for the inequity. Two treaties
contain the foundation for many national drug control laws, the 1961
United Nations Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, and the 1971
Convention on Psychotropic Substances. Both these international
laws are overseen by the International Narcotics Control Board,
whose mandate is split awkwardly between promoting and controlling
narcotic and psychotropic drugs and precursor chemicals [2]. On
the one hand, International Narcotics Control Board is responsible
to ensure that adequate supplies of drugs are available for medical
and scienti c uses, but on the other hand, it is supposed to identify
weaknesses in national and international control systems and to muster
pressure on governments to stanch illicit uses of these same drugs. e
International Narcotics Control Board is basically in the con icted
position of both promoting and throttling the drugs it regulates [3]. Last
year, the president of International Narcotics Control Board admitted
that the two sides of his legal mandate are out of balance: while much
attention goes to prohibiting the production, supply, and use of illicit
controlled substances, equal emphasis has not been placed on the
other fundamental objective of the treaties of ensuring that controlled
substances are available for medical and scienti ¢ purposes [4]. Credit
must be given to International Narcotics Control Board for recognizing
this problem, but it also cannot be overlooked that the imbalance is
largely the International Narcotics Control Boards own fault. A system
of annual estimates administered by the International Narcotics Control
Board imposes legal limits on the amount of controlled substances that
countries can lawfully import.  us, while International Narcotics


https://www.researchgate.net/publication/6928434_The_Physiologic_Basis_and_Clinical_Applications_of_Cryotherapy_and_Thermotherapy_for_the_Pain_Practitioner
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/6928434_The_Physiologic_Basis_and_Clinical_Applications_of_Cryotherapy_and_Thermotherapy_for_the_Pain_Practitioner
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1526952304003575
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1526952304003575
https://www.bmj.com/content/348/bmj.f7656.abstract
https://www.bmj.com/content/348/bmj.f7656.abstract
https://academic.oup.com/bja/article/101/1/8/355458?login=true
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1063458499902649/pdf?md5=e03c3efdb44644e0f143b91b2cf05f61&pid=1-s2.0-S1063458499902649-main.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1063458499902649/pdf?md5=e03c3efdb44644e0f143b91b2cf05f61&pid=1-s2.0-S1063458499902649-main.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/305338268_Environmental_exposures_and_the_development_of_systemic_lupus_erythematosus
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/305338268_Environmental_exposures_and_the_development_of_systemic_lupus_erythematosus
https://www.worldscientific.com/doi/abs/10.1142/s0218957704001284
https://www.worldscientific.com/doi/abs/10.1142/s0218957704001284
https://www.worldscientific.com/doi/abs/10.1142/s0218957704001284
https://ar.goldaruco.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/N15.pdf
https://ar.goldaruco.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/N15.pdf

Citation: Ahasan R

Page 2 of 2

9. RaederJ, DahlV (2009) Clinical application of glucocorticoids, antineuropathics, 10. Swieboda P, Filip R, Prystupa A, Drozd M (2013) Assessment of pain: types,
and other analgesic adjuvants for acute pain management. CUP UK: 398-731. mechanism and treatment

(J 00 00 00 0000 00w momoo 00m00+2 0@ & D1000s33


https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/acute-pain-management/clinical-application-of-glucocorticoids-antineuropathics-and-other-analgesic-adjuvants-for-acute-pain-management/CF5C85D63BC9ECD6AF0A4A9D0235803A
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/acute-pain-management/clinical-application-of-glucocorticoids-antineuropathics-and-other-analgesic-adjuvants-for-acute-pain-management/CF5C85D63BC9ECD6AF0A4A9D0235803A
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Mariola-Drozd/publication/263543237_Assessment_of_pain_types_mechanism_and_treatment/links/53d2b8560cf2a7fbb2e9aff9/Assessment-of-pain-types-mechanism-and-treatment.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Mariola-Drozd/publication/263543237_Assessment_of_pain_types_mechanism_and_treatment/links/53d2b8560cf2a7fbb2e9aff9/Assessment-of-pain-types-mechanism-and-treatment.pdf

	Title
	Corresponding Author

